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September 4, 2014
Dear KR Parents,


Happy Freaky Friday! It’s hard to believe that your children have been in KR only five days. They are all settling in so nicely. They are already very comfortable with being in kindergarten. They have met Mrs. Maniscalco, Mrs. Trupp, Ms. Henion for Art, Mr. Gelsi for P.E, Mrs. Doherty for Music, and Mrs. Robinson for the LMC. 

As you know the elementary schools are now on a five day rotating schedule. Please try to remember to have your child wear sneakers for P.E. on “C” and “E” days and “paintable” clothes for Art on “B” days. If possible, if your child has an old, extra pair of sneakers, you can send them in to keep in his/her locker.  

We are spending these first days of kindergarten getting to know one another and “learning the ropes”. The children are trying to be the best listeners they can be (which is taking a lot of practice(!) It would be beneficial to KR if you could talk to your child about the importance of listening to the teacher. We are also working on building the KR family during Morning Meeting. We have created “KR Rug Rules”: Sit with feet in front, one voice at a time, raise your hand to talk, and keep your body to yourself. These rules are for when we are together on the blue rug, doing “important kindergarten work”. We all sign a copy of these rules, promising to abide by them. One friend even said that our job is to learn to get ready for first grade! Today, we spoke about our hopes and dreams for this year and are working on establishing our KR Family rules (rules that go with us everywhere).

We have been busy these first days – have your child tell you the things they must first do every day they come to KR, who Rumford is, and ask your child what happened to Rumford and how we found him. We had our first All School Meeting last Friday, as well as several surprise fire drills. KR was outstanding for the drills! We have read books about starting kindergarten, drawn our first self-portraits, written Weekend News for the first time, and have started being mathematicians.
 

Please remember, KR has TWO snacks: one in the a.m., one in the p.m. So, please send in TWO separate snacks, in TWO separate bags. Please mark them either “1” and “2”, or “A.M.” and “P.M.”(I find that “1, 2” is easier for the children to discern.) Please do not put the snacks in their lunch bags to ensure your child will have enough for lunch as well both snacks. KR will be able to buy hot lunch on MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8th.
Kindergarten can be a messy place, so I am asking you to send in a Ziploc bag with a complete change of clothes which will be kept in your child’s locker. Thank you for remembering nametags; they have been especially important as the children have been on the regular, long day bus from day one, which is a big change! Also, a reminder, be sure empty your child’s folder every day and return it the following morning.

I look forward to getting to know your child and you better as the year goes on. Please remember that if you ever have a concern or simply wish to contact me, you can reach me by email at: krafsky@fairfieldschools.org or at school: 255-8312 (as early as 7:30). I check my email every morning before school and at the end of the day. If I am lucky, I have time also at lunch. Therefore, please do NOT use email as a substitute for pickup notes, as there is no guarantee that I will read it before dismissal. 
Sincerely,

Kathy Rafsky
[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]



