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TaBLE 1.1 |

Orientation and Directional Terms

Definition

1l

stration

< Y s
20 ?’u'knt\‘\\?'

O wp K.

Toward the head end or upper
part of a structure or the body;
above

Away from the head end or
toward the lower part of a
structure or the body; below

Toward or at the front of
the body; in front of

Toward or at the backside of
the bedy; behind

Toward or at the midline of the
body; on the inner side of

Away from the midline of the
body; on the outer side of

Between a more medial and a
more lateral structure

Close to the origin of the body
part or the point of attachment
of a limb to the body trunk

Farther from the origin of a
body part or the point of
attachment of a limb to the
body trunk

Toward or at the body surfacé

Away from the body surface;
more internal

O

o
|

P

s
-

—

ToloEe=—rE

tThe term caudal, literally “toward the tail]’ is synonymous with inferior only to the inferier end of the -

*Ventral and anterior are synonymous in humans; this is not the case in fourlegged animals. Ventral reft
the inferior surface of fourlegged animals. Likewise, afthough the dorsal and posterior surfaces are the ! '

an animal's back. Thus, the dorsal surface of fourlegged animals is their superior surface.
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