The Enlightenment

The ideals of Renaissance humanism and individualism, the self-determination of the Reformation, the redefining of monarchial power, the budding nationalism, and the expanded perspectives of the Age of Exploration and colonization, all combined to give impetus to the Age of Revolution.  From the perceived darkness of the past, reason and philosophical thought brought light to this age. 

Part One

You will be participating in an enlightenment roundtable with your peers from the enlightenment era.  Each member of the class will be assigned a character and they will prepare to discuss major issues from that era.  ( see attached information sheet).
Rubric for Enlightenment Roundtable

Student please circle which level of rating scale you feel you matched.

9 = A+  8= A  7= B+ 6 = B- 5= C+  4= C-  3= D or below

	
	Excellent

3
	Average

2
	Poor

1

	Degree of Understanding


	Student always uses factual foundational knowledge; always accurately states and identifies issues; ideas are always clearly organized and supported
	Student sometimes uses factual foundational knowledge; occasionally accurately states and identifies issues; ideas are usually clearly organized and supported
	Student rarely uses factual foundational knowledge; seldom accurately states and identifies issues; ideas are not clearly organized and supported

	Frequency


	Student frequently responds to the discussion with appropriate comments; they eloquently elaborate statements with factual evidence
	Student occasionally responds to the discussion with appropriate comments; they sometimes elaborate statements with factual evidence
	Student rarely responds to the discussion with appropriate comments; they do not elaborate statements with factual evidence

	Effectivenenss


	Student seeks to engage others in the discussion by acknowledging their contributions; they critically challenge the accuracy and logic of other statements
	Student occasionally seeks to engage others in the discussion by acknowledging their contributions; they sometimes critically challenge the accuracy and logic of other statements
	Student rarely seeks to engage others in the discussion by acknowledging their contributions; they never critically challenge the accuracy and logic of other statements

	Student Score
	
	
	

	Teacher Score
	
	
	


Part Two

We are living in the reflected light of the 18th Century Enlightenment era.  To this day, our society finds its roots and discussions in the very topics and thoughts of European thinking occurring over 200 years ago.  Your task is to portray the thoughts and beliefs of the enlightenment philosophes in a contemporary manner.  Because of the creativity of this project, the criteria is deliberately vague.  You will, however, have the opportunity to view several exemplars prior to this project to give you concrete boundried.
Enlightenment Reflection project Rubric
	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Content is rich in presentation of viewpoints of at least 8 major philosophes
	50
	

	Project is coherent and organized
	20
	

	Original and creative presentation of material
	30
	


Total grade =      /100
Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 1998

phone: (503) 275-9500

1

Verbal Effectiveness

Idea development, use of language, and the organization of ideas are effectively used to achieve a purpose.

Advanced (5) Developing (3) Emerging (1)

Oral Presenter

A. Ideas are clearly organized,

developed, and supported to

achieve a purpose; the

purpose is clear.

B. The introduction gets the

attention of the audience.

C. Main points are clear and

organized effectively.

D. Supporting material is

original, logical, and relevant

(facts, examples, etc.).

E. Smooth transitions are used.

F. The conclusion is satisfying.

G. Language choices are vivid

and precise.

H. Material is developed for an

oral rather than a written

presentation.

A. The main idea is evident,

but the organizational

structure may need to be

strengthened; ideas may not

always flow smoothly.

B. The introduction may not

be well-developed.

C. Main points are not always

clear.

D. Supporting material may

lack in originality or

adequate development.

E. Transitions may be

awkward.

F. The conclusion may need

additional development.

G. Language is appropriate,

but word choices are not

particularly vivid or precise.

A. Idea “seeds” have not yet

germinated; ideas may not be

focused or developed; the

main purpose is not clear.

B. The introduction is

undeveloped or irrelevant.

C. Main points are difficult to

identify.

D. Inaccurate, generalized, or

inappropriate supporting

material may be used.

E. Transitions may be needed.

F. The conclusion is abrupt or

limited.

G. Language choices may be

limited, peppered with slang

or jargon, too complex, or too

dull.
Classroom Discussion Rubric

Name ________________________ Date _______

Class ____________________________________

Exemplary Effective Minimal Unsatisfactory

SUBSTANTIVE

• States and identifies

issues

Accurately states and

identifies issues

Accurately states an issue States a relevant factual,

ethical, or definitional

issue as a question

Does not state any issues

• Uses foundational

knowledge

Accurately expresses

relevant foundational

knowledge pertaining to

issues raised during the

discussion

Accurately expresses

relevant foundational

knowledge pertaining to

an issue raised during the

discussion

Accurately expresses

relevant foundational

knowledge pertaining to

an issue raised by

someone else

Does not express any

relevant foundational

knowledge

• Stipulates claims or

definitions

Pursues an issue with a

stipulation

Does not stipulate a claim

or definition

Does not stipulate a claim

or definition

Does not stipulate a claim

or definition

• Elaborates statements

with explanations,

reasons, or evidence

Pursues an issue with one

or more elaborated

statements

Pursues an issue with at

least one elaborated

statement

Elaborates a statement

with an explanation,

reasons, or evidence

Does not elaborate any

issues

• Recognizes values or

value conflict

Recognizes values or

value conflict

Does not recognize value

or value conflict

Does not recognize value

or value conflict

Does not recognize value

or value conflict

• Argues by analogy Uses analogy to advance

the discussion

Does not use analogy to

advance the discussion

Does not use analogy to

advance the discussion

Does not use analogy to

advance the discussion

PROCEDURAL

• Invites contributions

from others

Engages others in the

discussion by inviting

their comments

Invites comments from

others

Does not invite

comments from others

Does not invite

comments from others

• Acknowledges the

statements of others

Engages others in the

discussion by

acknowledging their

contributions

Does not acknowledge

the statements of others

Does not acknowledge

the statements of others

Does not acknowledge

the statements of others

• Challenges the

accuracy, logic,

relevance, or clarity of

statements

Constructively challenges

the accuracy, clarity,

relevance, or logic of

statements made

Responds in a civil

manner to a statement

made by someone else by

challenging its accuracy,

clarity, relevance, or logic

Does not challenge the

accuracy, clarity,

relevance, or logic of

statements

Does not challenge the

accuracy, clarity,

relevance, or logic of

statements

• Summarizes points of

agreement and

disagreement

Summarizes points of

agreement and

disagreement

Does not clearly

summarize points of

agreement

Does not summarize

points of agreement or

disagreement

Does not summarize

points of agreement or

disagreement

Adapted from Harris, David E. "Assessing Discussion of Public Issues: A Scoring Guide." In Handbook on Teaching Social

Issues, edited by Ronald W. Evans and David Warren Saxe. Washington, D.C.: National Council for the Social Studies (in

press).

Classroom Discussion Evaluation Form

Name ________________________ Date _______

Class ____________________________________

Exemplary Adequate Minimal Unacceptable

SUBSTANTIVE

• States and identifies

issues

• Uses foundational

knowledge

• Stipulates claims or

definitions

• Elaborates statements

with explanations,

reasons, or evidence

• Recognizes values or

value conflict

• Argues by analogy

PROCEDURAL

• Invites contributions

from others

• Acknowledges the

statements of others

• Challenges the

accuracy, logic,

relevance, or clarity of

statements

• Summarizes points of

agreement and

disagreement

COMMENTS:
DEBATE RUBRIC

	Category
	Presidential Debates
	The Senate Floor
	Student Council Election
	Not Yet
	Score

	
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	Addresses
Issues
	Always addresses 
topic
	Usually addresses topic
	Rarely addresses topic
	Did not address topic
	

	Support with Facts
	Uses many facts
that support topic
	Uses some facts that support topic
	Uses few facts that support topic
	Does not use facts that support topic
	

	Persuasiveness
	Arguments clear and convincing
	Arguments are sometimes clear and convincing
	Arguments are rarely clear and convincing
	Arguments are never clear and convincing
	

	Teamwork
	Used team member effectively 

Equal timing
	One member does the talking 75% of the time
	One member does the talking 100% of the time
	No one talks
	

	Organization
	Electrifies audience in opening statement
Closure convinces audience
	Grabs attention 

Brings closure to the debate
	Introduces topic and brings some closure to the debate
	Does not introduce topic; no closure
	


TOTAL __________
Home
Enlightenment Roundtable Rubric

	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Student participated in discussion
	20
	

	Student presented the position of their philosophe
	30
	

	Student attended both days
	10
	

	Student prepared a nametag
	10
	

	Student prepared notes on each philosophe presented
	30
	


Total grade worth one exam grade >___________

Enlightenment Reflection project Rubric
	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Content is rich in presentation of viewpoints of philosophes
	50
	

	Project is coherent and organized
	20
	

	Original and creative presentation of material
	30
	


Total grade worth one grade>_________

Enlightenment Roundtable Rubric

	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Student participated in discussion
	20
	

	Student presented the position of their philosophe
	30
	

	Student attended both days
	10
	

	Student prepared a nametag
	10
	

	Student prepared notes on each philosophe presented
	30
	


Total grade worth one exam grade >___________

Enlightenment Reflection project Rubric
	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Content is rich in presentation of viewpoints of philosophes
	50
	

	Project is coherent and organized
	20
	

	Original and creative presentation of material
	30
	


Total grade worth one grade>_________

Possible Essay questions for the Enlightenment Unit

1. Describe the new astronomy of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and analyze the ways in which it changed scientific thought and methods.
2. “Nature and Nature’s laws lay hid in night/God said, ‘Let Newton be,’ and all was light.” The couplet was Alexander Pope’s way of expressing the relationship between the Scientific Revolution and Christianity.  What was the effect of seventeenth-century science on Christianity, and how did each react to each other?
3. In what ways did the Enlightenment thinkers build on or make use of the ideas of Newton and Locke?

4. Describe and analyze the issues and ideas in the debate in Europe between 1750 and 1846 over the proper role of government in all aspects of society.  Give specific examples.
5. “By 1700 it had become evident that Western Europe and Eastern Europe were moving in opposite directions in terms of their basic social structure.”  Discuss.

6. Discuss the combination of social, cultural, political, and economic factors that allowed Great Britain to be the first nation to industrialize.
7. “In the eighteenth century, people turned to new science for a better understanding of the social and economic problems of the day.”  Assess the validity of this statement by using specific examples from the Enlightenment.
8. Compare and contrast the values of the Enlightenment with those of the sixteenth century Renaissance.
Revolutions in Science & Thinking….

The Enlightenment….AP…option 1
The ideals of Renaissance humanism and individualism, the self-determination of the Reformation, the redefining of monarchial power, the budding nationalism, and the expanded perspectives of the Age of Exploration and colonization, all combined to give impetus to the Age of Revolution.  From the perceived darkness of the past, reason and philosophical thought brought light to this age. 

“Since it is the understanding that sets man above the rest of sensible beings, and gives him all the advantage and dominion which he has over them; it is certainly a subject, even for its nobleness, worth our labor to inquire into.  The understanding, like the eye, whilst it makes us see and perceive all other things, takes no notice of itself; and it requires art and pains to set it at a distance and make it its own object…sure I am that all the light we can let in upon our minds…will bring us great advantage, in directing our thought in the search of other things.”

John Locke (1632-1704) “Of Innate Notions”
	Date
	Daily Activity
	Reading due

	11/5
	DUTCH MASTERS Presentation
	

	11/6
	Introduction to New Unit
	

	11/7 & 11/10
	DBQ
	DBQ due 11/10 at end of class

	11/11
	Veterans Day
	

	11/12
	The Scientific Revolution
	Reading notes due 448-463,588-600

	11/13
	The Enlightenment-  The best of both worlds
	

	11/14
	Mrs Fleming’s Lab…preparation for 

“An Evening with Madame Geoffrin”  RESUME
	Reading notes due 552-563,467-476 Work on resume and prep for disc.

	11/17
	Global Economics – The Elbe-Trieste Line
	

	11/18
	England and the Industrial Revolution
	Work on resume and prep for disc.

	11/19-11/20
	An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s
	

	11/21
	Society Changes!   BRING BOOK p. 601-2, 606-10
	

	11/24
	“Amazing Grace”
Hand in Resume, nametag & notes 
	

	11/25
	“Amazing Grace”
	

	11/26
	Review for Essay exam
	

	
	Thanksgiving break
	

	11/25-6
	An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s project due
	

	12/1
	Bring in newspaper articles

“Today we solve the problems of the world”

“Enlightenment and the Light keeps on Shining”
	Study for exam

	12/2
	Essay Exam on Chapters 14-18
	

	12/3-4
	DBQ Women and the Sciences
	


We are living in the reflected light of the 18th Century Enlightenment era.  To this day, our society finds its roots and discussions in the very topics and thoughts of European thinking occurring over 200 years ago.  Your task is to portray the thoughts and beliefs of the enlightenment philosophes in a contemporary manner.  Because of the creativity of this project, the criteria is deliberately vague.  You will, however, have the opportunity to view several exemplars prior to this project to give you more concrete boundries.

Enlightenment Reflection project Rubric
	Criteria
	Point value
	Total points

	Content is rich in presentation of viewpoints of at least 8 major philosophes
	50
	

	Project is coherent and organized
	20
	

	Original and creative presentation of material
	30
	


Total grade =          /100 England and the Industrial Revolution

Revolutions in Science & Thinking….

The Enlightenment….AP

The ideals of Renaissance humanism and individualism, the self-determination of the Reformation, the redefining of monarchial power, the budding nationalism, and the expanded perspectives of the Age of Exploration and colonization, all combined to give impetus to the Age of Revolution.  From the perceived darkness of the past, reason and philosophical thought brought light to this age. 

“Since it is the understanding that sets man above the rest of sensible beings, and gives him all the advantage and dominion which he has over them; it is certainly a subject, even for its nobleness, worth our labor to inquire into.  The understanding, like the eye, whilst it makes us see and perceive all other things, takes no notice of itself; and it requires art and pains to set it at a distance and make it its own object…sure I am that all the light we can let in upon our minds…will bring us great advantage, in directing our thought in the search of other things.”

John Locke (1632-1704) “Of Innate Notions”
	Date
	Daily Activity
	Reading due

	11/16
	Introduction to New Unit
	448-478 scientific


	11/17
	The Scientific Revolution
	Enl 588-621

	11/18
	The Enlightenment-  The best of both worlds
	

	11/19
	Mrs Fleming’s Lab…preparation for 

“An Evening with Madame Geoffrin”  RESUME
	528-548 I rev 552-563
 on resume and prep for disc.

	11/20
	Global Economics – The Elbe-Trieste Line
	Work on resume and prep for disc.

	11/23-11/24
	An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s
	

	11/25
	Society Changes! BRING BOOK p.601-2, 606-10
Hand in Resume, nametag & notes
	Hand in Resume, nametag & notes today

	
	Thanksgiving Break
	

	11/30
	England and the Industrial Revolution
	

	12/1-12/2
	“Amazing Grace”
	

	12/3
	Bring in newspaper articles

“Today we solve the problems of the world”

“Enlightenment and the Light keeps on Shining”
	Study for exam

	12/4
	Essay Exam on Chapters 14-18
	Termsheet due

	12/7-12/8
	DBQ Women and the Sciences
	


Revolutions in Science & Thinking….

The Enlightenment…Honors
The ideals of Renaissance humanism and individualism, the self-determination of the Reformation, the redefining of monarchial power, the budding nationalism, and the expanded perspectives of the Age of Exploration and colonization, all combined to give impetus to the Age of Revolution.  From the perceived darkness of the past, reason and philosophical thought brought light to this age. 

“Since it is the understanding that sets man above the rest of sensible beings, and gives him all the advantage and dominion which he has over them; it is certainly a subject, even for its nobleness, worth our labor to inquire into.  The understanding, like the eye, whilst it makes us see and perceive all other things, takes no notice of itself; and it requires art and pains to set it at a distance and make it its own object…sure I am that all the light we can let in upon our minds…will bring us great advantage, in directing our thought in the search of other things.”

John Locke (1632-1704) “Of Innate Notions”

“Nature and Nature’s laws hid in the night.  God said, ‘Let Newton be,’ and all was light.”

Alexander Pope

	Date
	Daily Activity
	Reading due

	11/20
	Introduction to the Scientific Revolution
	p.590-598

	11/21
	The Enlightenment-

The best of both worlds
	p. 599-624

	11/24
	Global Economics
	p. 624-651

	11/25
	The Elbe Trieste Line
	

	11/26
	A visit with Dr Detzler

“Enlightenment and the Light keeps on Shining”
	

	12/1
	Library…preparation for 

“An Evening with Madame Geoffrin”
	

	12/2
	Early Industrial Revolution….

England’s perspective
	Reading notes due

	12/3-12/4
	An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s
	

	12/5
	Changes in Society  Bring Book
	p. 658-683

	12/8
	“Today we solve the problems of the world”
	

	12/9
	Differing views of the Industrial Revolution

An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s project due
	

	12/10
	Exam on chapters 18-20
	

	12/11 
	Women and Sciences
	


Assignments
An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s  Activity and Paper worth an exam grade

Essay Exam

DBQ worth exam grade

Historian’s evaluate the Early Industrial Revolution

In the long run, has the Industrial Revolution done more harm or good for the working classes?  

Goal

1. Discuss the question of “Was the Industrial Revolution worth it?”

2. Introduce the concept of historiography and difficulties with primary sources

3. Allow students to trace the impact of the Enlightenment on the Early Industrial Revolution

Lesson Plan

For homework…have students read “Forming a New Middle Class: The Industrial Entrepreneur” and “Early Industrialization”

a. What is a primary source?

Difficulty in analyzing events that are happening around one….


Eg….five students all watching same event…all see something different…

Read conflicting views of 


-Sadler report


-Government role

b. Importance of longevity…look back through the roles of different historians and see their interpretation….define historiography
i. Read green handout….

ii. Identify

1. Each historians point of view/bias

2. Validity of their statement

Discussion questions  YOU ARE NOW THE HISTORIANS>>>>

create historiography

1. How is this Industrial Revolution a natural result of the preceding 200 years…think Middle Ages, Renaissance, Absolutism, Enlightenment…..?

2. What characteristics of the Enlightenment do you see in the Early Industrial Revolution?

3. Were the abuses of the early industrial system in Britain the results of the Industrial Revolution? Or were they only part of a general atmosphere that grew out of past attitudes toward the ‘lower classes’?  Did the abuses exist before the Industrial Revolution?

4. Why did Karl Marx’s predictions of revolution in the industrialized countries not come true?

Persia on changes in Society

Political


-increasingly representative governments


-wider suffrage


-politics involved in social issues

Economic


-application of power machinery to manufacturing


-increase in population

Religious


-questioning of traditional values


-questioning of traditional views of God

Social


-redefinitions of marriage


-urbanization


-social mobility

Intellectual


-new attitudes toward education

Artistic

Revolutions in Science & Thinking….The Enlightenment

The ideals of Renaissance humanism and individualism, the self-determination of the Reformation, the redefining of monarchial power, the budding nationalism, and the expanded perspectives of the Age of Exploration and colonization, all combined to give impetus to the Age of Revolution.  From the perceived darkness of the past, reason and philosophical thought brought light to this age. 

“Since it is the understanding that sets man above the rest of sensible beings, and gives him all the advantage and dominion which he has over them; it is certainly a subject, even for its nobleness, worth our labor to inquire into.  The understanding, like the eye, whilst it makes us see and perceive all other things, takes no notice of itself; and it requires art and pains to set it at a distance and make it its own object…sure I am that all the light we can let in upon our minds…will bring us great advantage, in directing our thought in the search of other things.”

John Locke (1632-1704) “Of Innate Notions”

“Nature and Nature’s laws hid in the night.  God said, ‘Let Newton be,’ and all was light.”

Alexander Pope

	Date
	Daily Activity
	Reading due

	11/20
	Introduction to the Scientific Revolution
	p.448-463

	11/21
	The Enlightenment-

The best of both worlds
	p. 588-600

	11/24
	Global Economics
	p. 552-563

	11/25
	The Elbe Trieste Line
	

	11/26
	A visit with Dr Detzler

“Enlightenment and the Light keeps on Shining”
	

	12/1
	Library…preparation for 

“An Evening with Madame Geoffrin”
	

	12/2
	Early Industrial Revolution….

England’s perspective
	p. 467-476  

Reading notes due

	12/3-12/4
	An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s
	

	12/5
	Changes in Society  Bring Book
	p. 601-602, 606-610

p. 467-476

	12/8
	“Today we solve the problems of the world”
	

	12/9
	Differing views of the Industrial Revolution

An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s paper due
	

	12/10
	Exam on chapters 14 and 18
	

	12/11 
	Women and Sciences
	


Assignments

Complete all reading

An Evening at Madame Geoffrin’s  Activity and Paper worth an exam grade

Women and Sciences worth a quiz grade

          Name____________________








Date_____________________








Period____________________
Enlightenment Exam

AP Exam   

You have the entire class period at your disposal!

You will be graded on

· The clarity and precision of your thesis statement in the first paragraph.
· The development of thesis using supporting historical data into well planned paragraphs
· The comprehensive discussion of your arguments
· The strength of your conclusion
· The readability of the essay 
· The CLARITY of your handwriting!!!
Essay 

Describe and analyze the issues and ideas in the debate in Europe between 1750 and 1846 over the proper role of government in all aspects of society.  Give specific examples.
Name____________________








Date_____________________








Period____________________
Enlightenment Exam

AP Exam   

You have the entire class period at your disposal!

You will be graded on

· The clarity and precision of your thesis statement in the first paragraph.
· The development of thesis using supporting historical data into well planned paragraphs
· The comprehensive discussion of your arguments
· The strength of your conclusion
· The readability of the essay 
· The CLARITY of your handwriting!!!
Essay 

“In the eighteenth century, people turned to new science for a better understanding of the social and economic problems of the day.”  Assess the validity of this statement by using specific examples from the Enlightenment.

Name__________________

Date_____________________








Period____________________
Enlightenment Exam

MEH Honors Exam

You are required to write ONE essay from the list of topics.

You have the entire class period at your disposal!

You will be graded on

· The clarity and precision of your thesis statement in the first paragraph.
· The development of thesis using supporting historical data into well planned paragraphs
· The comprehensive discussion of your arguments
· The strength of your conclusion
· The readability of the essay 
· The CLARITY of your handwriting!!!
Essay choices

Compare and contrast the values of the Enlightenment with those of the sixteenth century Renaissance.

Discuss the combination of social, cultural, political, and economic factors that allowed Great Britain to be the first nation to industrialize.

Describe and analyze the issues and ideas in the debate in Europe between 1750 and 1846 over the proper role of government in all aspects of society.  Give specific examples.

          Name____________________








Date_____________________








Period____________________
Enlightenment Exam

AP Exam  

You have the entire class period at your disposal!

You will be graded on

· The clarity and precision of your thesis statement in the first paragraph.
· The development of thesis using supporting historical data into well planned paragraphs
· The comprehensive discussion of your arguments
· The strength of your conclusion
· The readability of the essay 
· The CLARITY of your handwriting!!!
Essay 

Compare and contrast the values of the Enlightenment with those of the sixteenth century Renaissance.

Questions for Enlightenment Salon

Think of essay     PERSIA What are the social results of the Enlightenment thinkers?

FAVORITE QUOTE
Who is responsible for improving man’s lot in life?  (govt, judicial)  Who determines ‘fate’?  God or mechanical reasons 

Describe the characteristics of the perfect government?  What is governments main function?

Who is God?  What is his role in the lives of mankind?  Deism  Is God actively involved?  In government?  What is the value of belief in our world? How would you describe God?
What is the purpose of revolution?  Is Civil Disobedience ever warranted?  Voltaire

Class differences…do the poor need enlightenment?  Can the poor think?  Who deserves liberty and equality? Montesquier…

What is the purpose of law?    What is the connection between law and punishment?  What areas of the judicial system do you feel need reform?  

What is the value of education?  Who should be educated?  What should they be educated in – what subjects should they be taught in school?

What is social contract?  What areas of life should be included in that social contract?

Monarchs…Is there such a thing as an enlightened despot? Is absolute power ever good?  What are the responsibilities of the rulers?  What are the limitations of enlightened despotism?

What is man’s natural state?  What measures should be taken to preserve or change that natural state?  What limitations do humans face?  Locke  Is man basically good or evil?
What is the only hope for society?  Is peace possible?  How?  How can man achieve happiness in this life?  How should order be achieved in our society?
What role should reason play…in law?  In religion?  In science?  Does reason automatically eliminate faith? Is it possible to be a scientist and a follower of God? ruth – How do we determine truth?

How do we gain knowledge?  Experience/blank slate?

What is women’s role in society?  How should they be viewed by enlightened thinkers? Are men and women equal?
What should be done about slavery?  

What is science’s value for society?  Is it possible to be a rational scientist and a person of faith?

Superlatives   Dinner party?  Greatest thinker?  Who die alone?  Happiest?  Jail?  BFF? Pick up line?  Greatest evil consequence?  Most valuable society builder?
