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Forensics: Real Crime Investigation: Richard Crafts
Read the attached article and answer the questions below.  Use full sentences and elaborate on your answers where appropriate.

1. What were the occupations of Helle and Richard Crafts?

Helle Crafts was an _______________________________________.
Richard Crafts was an_____________________________________.

2. When Detective Harry Noroian looked at Mr. Craft’s credit card receipts why did he start to suspect that Mr. Crafts might have been involved in his wife’s disappearance? What evidence did he find that led him to believe that Richard could have been involved?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What evidence did Dr. Henry Lee find in the Craft’s house to support the idea that something had happened to Helle?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. From looking at the blood spatter on the Craft’s bed mattress, what observations did Dr. Lee make?  What could he conclude about the blood splatter? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. List 5 pieces of evidence that were found in and/or around Lake Zoar (the bank of the Housatonic River) that helped show that Helle was killed and her body was disposed of at this location?
1.______________________________________

2.______________________________________

3.______________________________________

4.______________________________________

5._____________________________________
6. What was Helle’s blood type?__________________________
7. The searchers who spent a week searching the bank of the Housatonic River for a week had a miserable job.  Why do you think it must have been such a miserable experience for them? Give several reasons to support your answer.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. What did Albert Harper, the anthropologist, deduce about the age of the bones found at Lake Zoar? He could say that they………………
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. How were Helle’s dental records helpful in this case? What kinds of information could they provide to help solve the case?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Why do prosecutors (the lawyers who go to court to represent the state)believe that Richard Crafts had planned the murder of his wife in advance (ahead of time)?  What evidence do they present that shows that this crime was planned ahead of time?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

