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Forensics: Introduction Unit Lie Detectors
Read the 2 attached articles about lie detectors and answer the following questions.
1. Match the following statements made by a suspect using body language in the “Lie detectors” article with the gestures that were made to imply them:
a. “I’m not helping you”









b. “I’m lying”











c. “You won’t get me, I’m smarter than you.”






2. a. Distinguish between the terms objective and subjective. (You may need a 

    dictionary to help you.)

b. Is a polygraph objective or subjective?







c. Is analyzing body language objective or subjective?

3. Distinguish between the gestures that adults versus children make when lying.

Adults





Kids







4. What gesture is considered a “disguised arm cross”?





5. Name the 4 physical changes that a polygraph test looks for to indicate that a person is lying.

1.

2.

3.

4.

6. What 1 small flaw that even an expert liar cannot overcome may be used in a future lie detection test in place of the polygraph?







7. Name 3 characteristics that can be identified about a person just from their voice by a forensic phonetician.
1.

2.

3.

8. According to Ronald Barndollar, why are polygraph tests useful in criminal cases even though they’re not admissible in court?

 
