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Forensics II: Toxic Events- Famous Poisonings 
Objective: Apply student’s knowledge of forensic techniques of evidence collection, chemical analysis, and criminal investigation procedures to a real incident of human poisoning.  Expand the class’s knowledge of poisoning crimes through the presentation of the projects.
You will:

1. Identify a famous poisoning incident/poisoner to research:

2. Conduct research on the incident: the victim(s), the crime, the effects of the poison(s) used, and the investigation.  You will answer the questions in this packet as a part of your research.

3. Document all sources used in your research in the packet and then use it to create a works cited.

4. Design a 5-7 minute PowerPoint presentation summarizing your research using the format and style of a true crime forensic television program like Forensic Files.. 

DUE: _________________________
Research the answers to the following questions.  Use full sentences or bullets where appropriate.  Make sure this section in written in your own words!

The Incident:  (24points)
1. Where and when did the poisoning take place? (4pts)
2. Who were the victims?  Give their names and any relevant background information about them. (6pts)
3. Who are the people suspected (known) to have poisoned the victims?  Give any relevant background information about this person: age, job, education, family, etc.  (6pts)
4. What is the background information about this crime: Why did the poisoner      choose this person (people) to kill?  What was the poisoner’s motive?   Was there any significance to the place or date of the poisoning?  Include any relevant information here.  (8pts)
The Poison:  (31 points)
5. What poison was used?  (3pts)
6. How is this poison made?  (6pts)
7. What are the symptoms that this poison causes in people exposed to it?  Do the symptoms vary with the method of exposure?  If so, summarize the differences.  (8pts)
8. Is the poison detectable when in the air or mixed in with food or drink?  Explain. (4pts)
9. How was the poison administered to the victims?  (4pts)
10. Is there a known treatment or antidote for this type of poison?  Explain. (6pts)
The Forensic Investigation:  (20 points)
11. Where was the poison detected in this case?  What tests were performed to detect the poison?  (If this information for your specific case isn’t available, then answer this question: What types of tests are usually performed in order to detect this type of poison?)  (10pts)
12. What other evidence did investigators find during the course of their investigation?  (5pts)
13. What was the outcome of the case?  Was a suspect found guilty and if so what was his/her sentence?  (5pts)
Pictures:  (6 points)
      14. The killer (2pts)
15. The victim(s) (in LIFE)  (2pts)

16.  The poison  (2pts)
Presentation:  (9 points)
PowerPoint Presentation:

· Set up like a true crime show ex. Forensic Files.

· 5-6 minutes in length.

· Summarizes your research.

· Must remain respectful and appropriate for a high school classroom- only pictures of victims during life are permitted, keep details of crime clinical, formal terminology is required.

Source Citations:  (10pts)- total points only given for a formal, properly formatted Works Cited  see FWHS Library webpage.  Just listing websites will earn you 3 points.
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Forensics: Toxic Events Research Presentation Scoring

	Section
	Possible

Points
	Self

Score
	Teacher

Score

	THE INCIDENT:

When, where poisoning occurred
	4
	
	

	Victim information: names, relevant background


	6
	
	

	Suspect information: name(s), age, job, education, family, relevant background info.
	6
	
	

	Crime information: why these people at this time & place, explanation of suspect’s motive
	8

	
	

	THE POISON:

Type of poison used
	3
	
	

	Information on how type of poison is created


	6
	
	

	Symptoms of this type of poisoning including method of exposure
	8
	
	

	Can poison be detected by the victim?


	4
	
	

	Method of poison administration


	4
	
	

	Any known treatments or antidotes


	6
	
	

	THE FORENSIC INVESTIGATION:

How was the poison detected and what tests are used?
	10
	
	

	Other evidence collected during investigation of crime


	5
	
	

	Crime’s outcome, suspect’s sentence

	5
	
	

	YOUR PRESENTATION:

Pictures: suspect, victim(s), poison
	6
	
	

	Presentation- appropriate style, length, flow, understandable & interesting to see and hear
	9
	
	

	Works Cited: using appropriate FWHS citation format  using title, author, dates, etc.  3 points will be given for web addresses only
	10
	
	

	TOTAL: 

       100 points possible
	100
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