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Forensics: Serial Killer Research
Objective: Apply student’s knowledge of forensic techniques of evidence collection and analysis, criminal investigation procedures and criminal prosecution to a specific individual who has committed several different crimes.

You will:

1. Identify a serial killer to research:







2. Conduct research on the criminal, the crime, the investigation and the court case(s).  You will answer the questions in this packet as a part of your research.

3. Document all sources used in your research in the packet and then use it to create a works cited.

4. Design a 5-8 minute documentary news report for the class using PowerPoint.  
Research the answers to the following questions.  Use full sentences or bullets where appropriate.  Make sure this section in written in your own words!

The Criminal: What kind of education did this person have? 
1. How was this person employed?  (Summarize an employment history if applicable.)  If you are unfamiliar with this type of job, be sure to find out what it’s all about.  
2. Describe this person’s family: who is in it, what is known about their relationship with the criminal, any other relevant information.  
3. Was there any history of criminal or other unusual activities or behaviors with this person? 
4. Has this person been diagnosed with any physical or mental illnesses?  If so, name and describe the illness.  
The Crimes: put these answers on this section on a separate sheet of paper.  You may find it is easier to keep all of the information about a specific crime together instead of separating each piece of information out over specific questions.  
5. How many victims is the criminal known to have had?  Are there other suspected victims?  If so, how many?  If there are more, why haven’t these victims officially been credited to the criminal?

6. When did the crimes take place? 

7. Where did the crimes occur and/or where were the victims found? Include information on the city, state and also describe the actual location.
8. Who was the victim (brief description of victim’s background info, including a picture of the person in life)?

9. How did the crime take place?
The Investigation: 
10. Which agencies were involved in the criminal investigation?  
11. What critical evidence was collected in these investigations?  
12.  What was the suspected or known motive for the crime?   
13. How long did the criminal investigation take?  
The Prosecution:  
14. What crime(s) was the criminal tried for?  How long was the trial? 
15. What was the killer convicted of? 
16. What was the sentence?  
In the end…  
17. Where is this criminal today? 
18. Classify this criminal as an organized or disorganized killer.  
19.  Why is this case noteworthy? 
Pictures:  
      19. The killer 
      20. The victims (in LIFE)  
Source Citations:  - total points only given for a formal, properly formatted Works Cited
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Forensics: Serial Killer Research Presentation Scoring

PowerPoint Presentation:

· Set up like a documentary news report.

· 5-8 minutes in length.

· Summarizes your research.

· Must remain respectful and appropriate for a high school classroom- only pictures of victims during life are permitted, keep details of crime clinical, formal terminology is required.

All PowerPoint files will be sent to Dr. Gloria PRIOR to your presentation date so that she can preview your report to ensure that it will be suitable for classroom presentation.  Any suggested changes will be made before the presentation will be permitted. 
	Area
	Self

Score
	Teacher

Score

	Information:  50 pts

The criminal: 

Background, Education, Family history, Criminal/unusual activities, 

Illnesses, Picture(s)

The victims:

Number, Common characteristics about victims or crimes, How were they killed, Highlight of personal information about at least 2 victims, Pictures (in life).

The Investigation:


Critical evidence, Agencies involved, Motive, Investigation length
The Prosecution:


Highlights of the Trial, Conviction, Sentence

Afterward:


Where is the criminal today, Organization type classification, Why is 

            this case notable?


	
	

	Organization of presentation: 5 pts


Easy to understand, Orderly flow of information


	
	

	Design of presentation: 5 pts


Creative, Interesting to watch, Slides contain a reasonable amount of 
            information- not 1 word and not filled with lines of text.


	
	

	Preparation:  5 pts

Presenter knows information on slides- not reading off of each slide, Presenter is knowledgeable-  is able to give more information that is  not listed on the slide.
	
	

	Works Cited:  10 pts
           Is attached to the end of the PowerPoint and is in the proper FWHS   

           format.
	
	

	Total Presentation Score:

75 points possible 
	
	


