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9th- 10th - 11th - 12th Grades
 Make Your Summer Count
Enrichment Programs
Enrichment programs help students focus on their interests while sharpening their skills and expanding knowledge.  Programs include academic, athletic, travel, college preparedness, arts and other programs. 
· See College & Career Center’s webpage  - Master List of Programs 
· Almost every college offers summer programs. Call local colleges or any others you would like to explore e.g. UCONN, Middlebury’s Language Academy, Sarah Lawrence, Fairfield University, 
· Ask your teachers, coaches and school counselor for suggestions

· Check the public library, arts, and community organizations to find local programs

Neighborhood Studios of Fairfield County (Music/Arts programs); Silvermine Center for the Arts; New England Fashion & Design Association; SHU Baseball Camp, etc.  

Websites:  


http://www.enrichmentalley.com
www.teenlife.com
http://www.teenink.com/Summer/
Volunteer / Community Service Agencies
Why volunteer?  Because it gives you a sense of purpose, it teaches you new skills and it gives you perspective on the world around you.  AND…it makes you feel good to help others in need!
· Choose a cause that interests you
· Do you enjoy working with children?
· Do you love animals?
· Do you want to clean up the planet?
· Identify an agency where you would like to work
· Call/email the volunteer coordinator to discuss opportunities

· Maintain a log of activities and contacts
· Write a resume
· It’s a summary of your work, school and community experience
· It will show that you are a committed and serious volunteer
· Sample resumes available in the College & Career Center 
Where can I find volunteer opportunities?

Operation Hope; Fairfield Public Library; Homes with Hope; Bridgeport Rescue Mission; Kennedy Center, The United Way of Coastal Fairfield County

	http://volunteersquare.com/
www.idealist.org
www.volunteer.gov
	www.dosomething.org
www.1-800-volunteers.org
www.volunteermatch.org


Summer and Part-Time Jobs
How do I find a job?

· Check the Student Jobs Board in the College & Career Center. 

· “Network”:  Tell your family, friends, neighbors, etc. that you want a job and ask them to help you.
· Apply in person to local businesses. Leave your resume so they have your contact information.
· Dress appropriately, speak clearly and SMILE.
· Start your own business: babysitting, computer help, yard work, kiddie camps, music lessons, household chores, tutoring, coaching, yard work, cooking, etc. Be creative; use your talents and skills. Make flyers; tell your friends, relatives and neighbors. 
How do I get hired?

· Write a resume – Stop by the College & Career Center.
· Prepare your application information. Have dates, addresses, phone numbers and supervisors for all work, school, and community service experiences.
· Be prepared to interview. Review typical interview questions available at the College & Career Center.
· Shake hands firmly, maintain eye contact, speak clearly and concisely and SMILE.
· Dress appropriately. Girls: Skirt/dress pants, dress, blouse, and sweater, shoes - not too tight or short!
Boys: Khakis, collared shirt (tucked in) with tie, shoes, socks, belt.
· Close the deal - Tell them you want the job - Follow up with a thank you note.
Working Papers:

Working papers are required for minors under 18 (with the exception of “street trades”, e.g., babysitting, newspaper delivery, household chores for homeowners) and are available in the school’s Main Office. To obtain Working Papers, students need to bring a letter on company letterhead from the hiring manager, stating the student’s name, brief description of the position, approximate number of hours they will be working, and the amount they will be paid. .
Websites:

http://www.careeronestop.org/StudentsandCareerAdvisors/StudentsandCareerAdvisors.aspx 

www.youthrules.dol.gov 

http://www.quintcareers.com/summer_job_sites  

Job Shadowing Program
Job Shadowing provides a great opportunity for students to learn about a different careers and possible college majors.  Applications for the Job Shadowing program are available on the College & Career Center‘s webpage.
Summer Camps

 Academic – Leadership – Personal Growth 
See “Guide to Summer Camps & Summer Schools – The Porter Sargent Handbook Series” available at the Fairfield   Public Library’s Reference Desk.

Websites: 
www.acacamps.org 
www.supercamps.org 

www.teenlife.com/summer/ 

College Preparation & Visits
Freshmen & Sophomores    Start with walk-through near family vacations 

Virtual tours www.campustours.com 


             www.ecampustours.com 
Rising Juniors – To Do List
· Attend Spring Fair  - March 24th Webster Arena (4pm-8pm)
· Search/List of Colleges  - Sessions w/ School Counselors
· Work on college essays for applications 
·  Research scholarships
· List of teachers you want to ask for recommendations
· Update resume
· Register for (approx.200) Fall College Visits (Start scheduling July) @ Warde - Naviance
· Start application if applying Early Action or Early Decision
·  Create master calendar 

College Admission Exams

ACT Registration www.actstudent.org/start 
	Date

	Location
	Registration

	Late  $$$$
Registration

	Feb 7
	____
	February 9

	Jan. 10-16 

	April 18 
	FWHS
	March 13
	March 14-27

	June 13
	---------


	May 8

	May 9-22


ACT - Measures academic achievement, and is offered 6 times per year. 
(English -Math-Reading-Science-Writing)
SAT – Measures the ability to reason, and is offered 7 times per year.
Register for Fall College Visits at Warde
Naviance – College Tab – View Upcoming Visits
SAT   Registrationwww.sat.org/register 
Select College/University – “Sign Me Up” – Print Confirmation Notice=Pass

	Date

	Location
	Registration

	Late  $$$$
Registration

	                     March 14
	FWHS & FLHS
	February 13

	February 27 

	May 2
	FLHS
	April 6

	April 17

	June 6
	FWHS & FLHS
	May 8

	May 22*


FREE SAT/ACT Test Prep Programs *** Naviance – Method Test Prep – College Tab***
www.Khanacademy.org 

Partnering with College Board (which also offers free, practice questions) to provide free SAT test prep.
http://www.march2success.com 

Resources provided by Petersons.  Sponsored by the Army, but there's no recruitment involved.

www.number2.com    
Offers students access to comprehensive free online test preparation courses for the SAT and ACT. 
www.Testive.com:  

Offers free online test prep and a variety of coaching options.  You can visit app.testive.com/resource-center/ to get more information.  They offer free online resources including 3,000 adaptive ACT/SAT practice questions, solution videos, lesson plans, and an online class.   
www.4tests.com
Student are given access to a practice version of the PSAT, SAT, ACT, the SAT II – History test, and a few select AP tests.  As students answer questions online, they can mark them to be reviewed at the completion of the section, or can opt to view the correct answer immediately.  
Tips for College/University Visits

** Best time to visit is when classes are in session. **
	Checklist for Visiting Colleges & Universities
	Possible Questions to Ask

	Before

· Call the admissions dept. one month before visit; schedule appointment(s) with an admission counselor, or anyone else you need to meet.

· Ask to sit in on a class in your major and, if possible, sleep overnight in a dorm.
· Request a course catalog and campus map. Review them before you go.
· Do a virtual tour before going; making notes of what you would like to see.
During

· Eat in the cafeteria. How is the quality of the food?
· Notice the campus layout i.e. location of dorms to the classrooms, parking etc.
· Check out the conditions of the dorms, bathrooms, showers, and common rooms. Find out what is included and what you will need to supply.

· Read the student paper, local paper and bulletin boards for activities, clubs, campus and local issues.

· Check out the classrooms/labs/studios to see if they can accommodate what you would like to study.
· Visit the library. Quiet enough for studying? Comfortable? 

After

· Prepare a spreadsheet listing the campus attributes that are important to you. Do you see yourself at this school? Be sure to update after each visit.
· Write a thank you note to all the campus members you met with.
 
	Admission Representative
· How easy is it to double major?

· What percent of students graduates in 4 years?

· What do students need to declare a major?

· Do all majors have the chance to have internships and are they a common part of education experience?

· Do students study abroad? Does your college/university have a study abroad program?

· How accessible are professors?

· How large are the largest classes? What is the average class size?

· Are there academic support services on campus such as tutoring and writing centers?

Students

· How many of your courses are taught by professors and how many by teaching assistants?

· Do fraternities and sororities dominate the social life?

· What do students do on weekends? 

· How much help outside the classroom do you get from professors?

For You

· Does the campus seem like a good size for you?

· Do you feel comfortable and safe?

· If you move out of a dorm, what are the options in apartment/housing buildings?


Scholarships
Naviance – College Tab – Scholarships & Money

www.studentscholarships.org 
www.collegeboard.com
www.collegeNet.com
www.scholarships.com
www.scholarships4students.com
www.scholarshiphelp.com
www.studentaid.ed.gov
www.finaid.org
www.fastweb.com
www.finaid.org[image: image5.png]



