Quebec Trip Details

Thursday May 15 – Saturday, May 17
Price

The price of $620-$695 includes:

· Two nights quad occupancy at Loews le Concorde, a deluxe hotel

· Breakfasts and dinners in nice restaurants (see itinerary)

· Transportation on a climate-controlled, restroom equipped motor coach

· Tour guides and entrance fees

· Accidental medical insurance

· Trip cancellation insurance

· A group photo taken in front of the Château Frontenac
· (26-30 participants = $695;  31-35 = $660;  36-43 = $620)

It does NOT include:

· Lunch on the trip to Quebec and dinner on the return trip (usually McDonalds)
· 2 lunches while in Quebec

· Souvenirs

· The cost of obtaining a passport or official birth certificate

Payment

· The initial $200 deposit is due by Wednesday October 23.  Once we are sure we have sufficient participation to run the trip, and we send the deposit to Visit Canada, the deposit is non-refundable and non-transferable. Visit Canada’s “Medical Release and Acknowledgment Form” should be turned in along with the initial deposit.

· An additional payment of $200 will be due January 16.

· The remaining amount will be due by March 19.

· Payment should be in the form of a check to Fairfield Woods Middle School.

Travel Documentation

· All participants will need proof of citizenship to enter Canada and to re-enter the United States.  U.S. citizens should have either a valid passport or an original birth certificate or a notarized photocopy of a birth certificate with a raised seal. Non-U.S. citizens should ascertain the requirements that apply to their own particular case.  Resident aliens will need an original “green card.”

· I will collect the proper documentation about a week prior to departure to be sure that we have no forgotten passports the morning we leave.

Spending Money and Currency

· Participants should bring enough cash for 2 lunches in Quebec, lunch at a fast food restaurant on the bus trip to Quebec, and dinner at a fast food restaurant on the trip home.  They may also want money for souvenirs. About $100 total should do.

· They should change money into Canadian dollars before the trip. We do not want to spend precious time in Canada waiting in line to exchange currency.  In addition, exchange rates are usually better at home.

· Students should also have some American currency, as we will probably have our travel stops on the American side of the border.

Clothing

· Participants should be sure to wear comfortable walking shoes.

· Also important is a raincoat or an umbrella, and a sweater and light jacket.

What will participants learn?

· Participants will learn new vocabulary words, geography, history, culture, and cuisine, but even more important are the broader lessons they will learn.
· Participants will learn that the study of a foreign language is a useful tool, not just an academic exercise.  They will need to actually use what they have been studying in order to get food, to make purchases, and to complete the scavenger hunt.
· Participants will learn that their own community is not necessarily the center of the universe, and that there are people who live within a few hundred miles of home with 
distinctly different cultures and customs and a different currency.

· Participants will learn to plan ahead and budget their funds wisely.

Missing school

     Please be aware that students attending this trip will be missing two days of school.  They will be responsible for work missed in their other classes and should ask for work BEFORE the trip. They will be very tired on Sunday and will probably not want to do school work then.

Electronics

     For the long bus ride (about 9 hours) students may bring portable electronics such as iPods or portable DVD players.  They may not bring laptop computers. Each student is responsible for the security of his/her possessions.

     Students may also bring cell phones, but they may not be talking on them during tours.  Also, please be aware that any calls made may fall under international roaming rates.

What about parents?
· Provided we have enough space on the bus, parents are welcome to attend as paying participants.  They should be aware that the student price is based on 4 to a room.  Adults need to stay 2 to a room and will be required to pay a supplement of $200. If an adult must stay in a single room, they will be assessed a $400 supplement. Non-employees of the Fairfield Public Schools will also need to get fingerprinted by the town of Fairfield.
Waiting List

It is quite possible that there will be more students who want to participate in this trip than we have room for on the bus.  Therefore, I will accept deposits and permission slips on a first come first served basis, and we may have a waiting list.  If someone needs to drop out of the trip, they could get their deposit back if someone from the waiting list is willing to take their spot.  
In order to give everyone a fair chance to make an informed decision and get their deposits in, I will not begin accepting deposits until Friday, October 18 at 8:00am.

Keeping your child safe

· There will be one teacher chaperone for every ten students.

· Students are given emergency contact cards to carry with them at all times.

· There is a security guard posted in the hotel hall overnight.

· We have a pre-departure meeting with safety and behavior protocols covering topics such as safely crossing the street, staying on the crosswalk, not running, etc.

