8th Grade American History
Mr. Sahagian’s Class
Guiding Principles… Policies, Practices and Procedures

Welcome to Social Studies for the 2013-2014 school year! The purpose of this is to guide and help us create a productive and positive learning experience. Please keep this document in the front of your notebook.  
Guiding Principles

· Everyone to be treated courteously – with dignity and respect
· Hands, feet and objects to yourself; no swearing teasing, name calling, put downs
· Be Prepared and On Time
· Be responsible and accountable for your actions
What You Can Expect Of Me…

You can expect that I will be a person committed to learning along with you. I am here to guide and support you. I will do all that I can to assure your success and look to tap into and build upon your individual strengths. If you would like, I will be available to meet with you to discuss any problems you might have along the way.
What I Expect Of You…

I expect that you will come to class with a willingness and desire to learn. I expect you to work hard, have an open mind and most important to do your best. I expect for you to take an active part in your learning experience.
· What Bring To Every Class…

· Pen and Pencils

· A three ring binder (2 inches is ideal) as a notebook for Social Studies only  
· Attendance and Make Up Policy…

· Assignments will be posted on Infinite Campus and updated every day
· It’s your responsibility to make up work missed due to absences
· If you are absent for a quiz or test, it must be made up within two days unless you were absent for a minimum of 3 days.
· Classroom Procedures…
· Speak only after raising your hand and recognized.

· Avoid behavior that interrupts class – pencil sharpening or bathroom visits. Do it before or after class, not during it.  
· If you must go to the bathroom, raise your hand with 3 fingers and look for a nod from me before going – sign out and sign back in with times noted.  If you need a drink of water, raise your hand with two fingers and look for a nod before going.
· Extra copies of all handouts for the week and the previous week will be available in class. If you are absent, on the day you return it is your responsibility to check the bin for any handouts. CHECK THIS UPON ENTERING CLASS
· If your pencil should break during class, raise your hand with 1 finger and I will give you a nod to get up from your seat and go to the sharpened pencil container where you place your broken pencil and take a sharpened one. Also 1 finger if you need a tissue.
· Use appropriate language.

· No cell phones.

Grades:


Grades will be based on the following by quarter: (Approximate)
· Tests/Quests/Quizzes & Projects (75%) – These will be given on a regular basis and will always be announced.  I don’t believe in pop quizzes or tests.
· Homework (15%) – Homework will often be collected and reviewed. I will note it as either:
· ++ or 10 points  =  Excellent work
· +   or   9 points  =   Very good work
·      or   8 points   =   Good work
· -    or   7 points   =   Fair work
· - -  or   6 -1 pts.   =   Work that should and could have been done better
            0 points if it is not done
If you have an excused absence when homework is due, you will be able to hand it in on the day of your return. 
Late homework: only accepted 1 day late and can only get ½ credit

· Homework is individual work – if you work with another student, it should be clear that the work submitted is your work.
All late work to be placed in appropriate slot in bin near my desk.  I will not ask      you for it – it’s your responsibility to hand it in. Do this upon entering class.
· Class Participation (10%) – Includes how you manage your own conduct and contribute to a learning community (to be reviewed in more detail)  

Unexcused Tardy – sign in.  If 3 during a quarter, then lunch detention

Excused Tardy – put pass in binder, no need to sign in
Misbehavior Consequences: Follows in order of Warning… “See me after class”…Lunch detention…Contact home …Send to Dean.
I am here to teach, guide and support you in your learning. If you have any questions or concerns and want to reach me, I can be reached at the school’s main telephone number (203) 255-8334 or email fsahagian@fairfieldschools.org 
Looking forward to a great year!!
Mr. Sahagian
