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Reading With a Writer's Eye

Writers look at published works differently.  They wonder, "What is 
the trick this writer has done to affect the reader this way?  I must try 
that!"

Today, we will read "Eleven" by Sandra Cisneros.  We want to read 
like writers and ask ourselves, "What did the writer do that I can try?"

Lessons from Mentor Narratives

Writers create the words a person could have said, doing this in 
ways that reveal the character as a person.

Writers give reasons that explain the way a character acts.

Writers show thinking by telling the exact words and the tone a 
character uses when thinking - like a dialogue with one's self.
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Sandra Cisneros uses dialogue that reveals what kind of person the character is.

Mrs. Price - strict, cranky, demanding, angry, she probably has embarrassed students in 
front of the whole class sometime during the school year (mean), do not want her as 
your teacher!
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Cisneros gives reasons to explain the way a character acts.

Sylvia says the sweater 

belongs to Rachel 

because she doesn't like 

her and wants to 

embarrass her in front

of the class.

Cisneros tells the exact 

words and tone a

character uses

when thinking.

Rachel tells us what she 

wants to do with the 

red sweater at lunch, and

her words show that she

is upset.
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