
1   School Library Journal  |  Best Books • DecemBer 2016 

The Big List
School Library Journal’s

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n 

by
 C

hr
is

tia
n 

Ro
bi

ns
on

Picture Books
The White Cat and the Monk
By Jo ellen Bogart, illus. by sydney smith
gRoundwood

The Uncorker of Ocean Bottles
By michelle cuevas, illus. by erin e. stead
dial

Owl Sees Owl
By Laura Godwin, illus. by rob Dunlavey
Random/sChwaRtz & wade

Flora and the Peacocks
By molly Idle, illus. by author
ChRoniCle

I Hear a Pickle: and Smell, See, Touch, & Taste 
It, Too!
By rachel Isadora, illus. by author
Penguin/nanCy Paulsen Bks.

We Found a Hat
By Jon klassen, illus. by author.
CandlewiCk

The Summer Nick Taught His Cats to Read
By curtis manley, illus. by kate Berube
s. & s./Paula wiseman Bks.

1 Big Salad: A Delicious Counting Book
By Juana medina, illus. by author
Viking
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Rudas: Niño’s Horrendous Hermanitas
By Yuyi morales, illus. by author
RoaRing BRook/neal PoRteR Bks.

Frank and Lucky Get Schooled
By Lynne rae Perkins, illus. by author
gReenwillow

School’s First Day of School
By Adam rex, illus. by christian robinson
RoaRing BRook/neal PoRteR Bks.

This Is Not a Picture Book!
sergio ruzzier, illus. by author
ChRoniCle

Little Penguins
By cynthia rylant, illus. by christian robinson
Random/sChwaRtz & wade

The Journey
By Francesca sanna, illus. by author
Flying eye

Before Morning
By Joyce sidman, illus. by Beth krommes
hmh

Ideas Are All Around
By Philip c. stead, illus. by author
RoaRing BRook/neal PoRteR Bks

They All Saw a Cat
By Brendan Wenzel, illus. by author
ChRoniCle

Chapter Books
Juana and Lucas
By Juana medina, illus. by author
CandlewiCk

A Complicated Case (Detective Gordon)
By Ulf Nilsson, illus. by Gitte spee
geCko
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Middle Grade
Ms. Bixby’s Last Day
By John David Anderson
Harper/WalDen ponD

The Girl Who Drank the Moon
By kelly Barnhill
algonquin

The Wild Robot
By Peter Brown, illus. by author
little, BRown

Raymie Nightingale
By kate Dicamillo
CandlewiCk

Makoons
By Louise erdrich, illus. by author
haRPeRCollins

The Inquisitor’s Tale
By Adam Gidwitz, illus. by Hatem Aly
dutton

Garvey’s Choice
By Nikki Grimes
Boyds mills/woRdsong

The Land of Forgotten Girls
By erin entrada kelly
gReenwillow

When the Sea Turned to Silver
By Grace Lin, illus. by author
little, BRown

The Best Man
By richard Peck
dial

Pax
By sara Pennypacker, illus. by Jon klassen
haRPeRCollins/BalzeR + BRay

As Brave As You
By Jason reynolds
atheneum/Caitlyn dlouhy Bks.
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Ghost (Track)
By Jason reynolds
atheneum/Caitlyn dlouhy Bks.

Wolf Hollow
By Lauren Wolf
dutton

YA
Ashes (The Seeds of america Trilogy)
By Laurie Halse Anderson
atheneum/Caitlyn dlouhy Bks.

The Passion of Dolssa
By Julie Berry
Viking

The Reader (Sea of Ink and Gold)
By traci chee
Putnam

The Great American Whatever
By tim Federle
s. & s.

The Lie Tree
By Frances Hardinge
aBRams/amulet

We Are the Ants
By shaun David Hutchinson
s. & s./simon Pulse

Still Life With Tornado
By A.s. king
dutton

Character, Driven: A Novel
By David Lubar
toR teen

Female of the Species
By mindy mcGinnis
haRPeRCollins/katheRine tegen Bks.

Burn, Baby, Burn
By meg medina
CandlewiCk



5   School Library Journal  |  Best Books • DecemBer 2016 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Asking For It
By Louise o’Neill
queRCus

Salt to the Sea
By ruta sepetys
Philomel

Scythe (arc of a Scythe)
By Neal shusterman
s. & s.

The Raven King (The raven Cycle, Book 4)
By maggie stiefvater
sCholastiC

Highly Illogical Behavior
By John corey Whaley
dial

Nonfiction
Sabotage: The Mission to Destroy Hitler’s 
Atomic Bomb
By Neal Bascomb
sCholastiC/aRthuR a. leVine Bks.

Freedom Over Me: Eleven Slaves, Their Lives 
and Dreams Brought to Life by Ashley Bryan
By Ashley Bryan, illus. by author
atheneum/Caitlyn dlouhy Bks.

Jason and the Argonauts
By robert Byrd, illus. by author
dial

When Green Becomes Tomatoes:  
Poems for All Seasons
By Julie Fogliano, illus. by Julie morstad
RoaRing BRook/neal PoRteR Bks.

Vietnam: A History of the War
By russell Freedman
holiday house

Bubonic Panic: When Plague Invaded America
By Gail Jarrow
Boyds mills/Calkins CReek
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March: Book Three
By John Lewis & Andrew Aydin,  
illus. by Nate Powell
toP shelF

Otters Love to Play
By Jonathan London, illus. by meilo so
CandlewiCk

The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden & the Trial 
of the Century
By sarah miller
Random/sChwaRtz & wade

Jazz Day: The Making of a Famous Photograph
By roxane orgil, illus. by Francis Vallejo
CandlewiCk

Best in Snow
April Pulley sayre, illus. by author
s. & s./BeaCh lane

Echo Echo: Reverso Poems About Greek Myths
By marilyn singer, illus. by Josée masse
dial

Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-
Michel Basquiat
By Javaka steptoe, illus. by author
little, BRown

Some Writer: The Story of E.B. White
By melissa sweet, illus. by author.
hmh

The Tragic Tale of the Greak Auk
By Jan thornhill, illus. by author
gRoundwood

The Princess and the Warrior:  
A Tale of Two Volcanoes
By Duncan tonatiuh
aBRams

Samurai Rising: The Epic Life of Minamoto 
Yoshitsune
By Pamela turner, illus. by Gareth Hinds
ChaRlesBRidge

Freedom in Congo Square
By carole Boston Weatherford, illus. by r. 
Gregory christie
little Bee


