Fairfield Public Schools
MILL HILL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
635 Mill Hill Terrace - Southport, Connecticut 06890-1262
Kevin Chase, Principal - Telephone: 203-255-8320 - Fax: 203-255-8205

Dear Parents:

The Connecticut State Department of Education requires all Connecticut school
districts to identify gifted children. In this effort, Fairfield Public Schools administered
the Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) and the Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test Second
Edition (NNAT2) to your child in February 2014. The CogAT is a group administered
test that is used to assess students’ abilities in reasoning and problem solving using
verbal, quantitative, and nonverbal symbols. The NNAT2 is a brief, nonverbal measure
of general ability that is administered to students in the classroom.

The results of the CogAT and the NNAT2 for your child are attached. If the
CogAT Composite Standard Age Score or the Naglieri Ability Index is 135 or higher
your child qualifies for gifted education services under Fairfield Public Schools’
guidelines. All newly identified third-grade students will be included in gifted education
starting in the 2014-2015 school year.

If your child did not qualify for gifted education services through this year’s
assessments and if your child’s score is between 125 and 134 (on either the CogAT or
NNAT?2), you can submit a ‘request for review’ application with your child’s gifted
teacher. The application is available on your school’s website along with the Fairfield
Parent Questionnaire and the Parent Inventory for Finding Potential (PIP). These three
documents are due to your school’s gifted teacher by May 9. This will start a process to
review additional performance data to consider your child for gifted education services.
A district committee reviews all students under the request for review process and results
will be shared with you by June 18. Please note that participating in the request for
review process is not mandatory and is optional.

The Fairfield Public Schools Gifted Education Program guide can answer any
questions you may have about identification criteria and programming. This guide can be
found at the school district’s Web site, www.fairfieldschools.org.

Please read through the CogAT and NNAT?2 results and the Fairfield Public
Schools Gifted Education Program guide carefully. If you have any further questions,
please feel free to contact me or Teresa Samuelson, our Teacher of the Gifted.

Sincerely,
e
[ (_, y WKI/\
Principal

HomeD
Mind&Heart



Anna Cutaia-Leonard jﬂ t\ Fanﬁ; l(z)i 1;:5 ézzgighools
. < 2 501 Kings Highway East
Director of x. A Fairfield, Connecticut06825

Elementary Education (203) 2558372 FAX (203) 255-8273

Request for Review for Gifted Education

PART ONE

School Name:

Student Name:

Teacher’s Name:

Grade:

Birthdate:

Parent’s Name:

Parent Phone Number:

Date of Request:

Parent Signature (if parent request):

Teacher Signature (if teacher request):

PART TWO

Fairfield Public Schools will initiate the following process:
e Request for Review Form is received

e Parent completes the Fairfield Parent Questionnaire (found on school website)

e Parent completes the Parent Inventory for Finding Potential (found on school website)

e Classroom Teacher completes Teacher Inventory of Learning Strengths

e Gifted Resource Teacher begins student portfolio data collection

e Gifted Resource Teacher gathers more information through classroom observations
and/or student interview

e District Committee reviews all requests and makes determination of gifted eligibility

e Parent will be notified in writing by June 2014 of the determination

***This request is due to your school by May 9, 2014.
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Fairfield Public Schools

Parent Questionnaire for Gifted Identification

Child’s Name: Date of Birth:
School: Grade:

Teacher Name:

Directions: Please answer the questions below to help us get to know your child better.
Include specific examples whenever possible.

1. What is your child’s attitude toward learning and school?

2. What does your child like to do when he/she plays?

3. What are your child’s special interests or hobbies?

4. What special talents or aptitude does your child demonstrate?

5. What is your child’s attention span like?

Completed by: Date:




Provide additional information about your child’s intellectual, creative, motivational,
leadership and learning characteristics.




