Is global warming responsible for extreme weather? Should plastic bags/water bottles be banned from everyday use?

Detroit Residents Complain The City Shut Off Their Water Without Warning” (By Detroit Free Press, adapted by Newsela staff 09.28.14)
“What’s Best for Kids: Bottled Water or Fountains?” (By Eliza Barclay, National Geographic News, March 3, 2010)
New Aquafina Bottles Reduce Plastic Use by 50 Percent
“Swirling seas of plastic trash” (Article by Amanda Rose Martinez from StudentScience.com, June 22, 2011).
“There’s a Horrifying Amount of Plastic in the Ocean. This Chart Shows Who’s to Blame” by Tim McDonnell
“Why is Everyone Worried About Global Warming?” by Margaret Anderson
[bookmark: _GoBack]“Ready: Build a Kit”—water
“Food and Water in an Emergency” (pages 7–12)
“Ethos® Water Fund”
“I Don’t Understand Ethos Water”
“A ‘Humanitarian Campaign’ to Sell Bottled Water” by Anne Landman
 “Charity: water” Video
“The Fifteen-Year-Old President” (charitywater.org)
“Global Water Crisis (Explore the Issue)”
“Water Inequality Facts”
“Well, well, it’s World Water Day” by Karen Brazell                       
"World Water Day” by Karen Fanning
“California’s governor orders people and towns to use a lot less water” (By Los Angeles Times adapted by Newsela Staff)
 “Jay-Z’s Battle for Clean Water” by Martin Bashir
“NY02 Is Announced As The ‘Official Water’ Of Jay Z’s Roc Nation” by Keith Nelson, Jr.
“Celebrities and Bottled Water: Spoiled, Misinformed, or Just Plain Weird”
“Bottled Water Myths” (from IBWA website)
“Kids and Recycling (part 5)—How are plastic bottles and caps recycled?” By CQ Goes Green Video
"Recycling Plastic Water Bottles” Video
Student’s environmental science project – a cartoon video explaining global warming
Environmental Defense Fund explains earth warming up
                      EPA’s student guide to climate change
Are zoos beneficial or cruel to animals?

Articles on Animal Ethics (newsela) 
Zoochosis: What Really Happens to Animals in Captivity
“Zoos” (From The New Book of Knowledge)
“The Modern Zoo” (By Patrick K. for TeenInk.com)
“Not All Zoos Are Inhumane” (By Maribeth F. for Teen Ink Magazine). 
“5 Reasons You Should Boycott the Zoo” by Abigail Geer
“The hour of the chimp at KC Zoo” (By Kansas City Star, adapted by Newsela staff, April 15, 2014)
 “Tigers At Home In the Bronx Zoo” (by Quinn Jacobson, Scholastic Kids Press Corps)
Public benefits of AZA—Accredited Zoos and Aquariums
Zoo Tube: Home Sweet Habitat—Director of Education and Conversation is interviewed by a teen—talks about how they design a orangutan’s habitat
Kids Stand Up for Animals in Captivity from PETAKids
“NC Zoo’s ‘adoption’ program benefits animals, zookeeper training (By Ryan Sullivan, Fox News, Sept. 6, 2013) (0–1:19)
“Smithsonian’s National Zoo: We Save Species”
“No Place Like Home” (By the Captive Animals’ Protection Agency July 17, 2009) (3:00–5:00)
“Are there animal care problems at National Zoo?” (By Sharyl Attkisson, CBS News, December 10, 2013)
“Zoos”
Are Zoos a good thing?








Are extreme sports worth the risks? such as Football and other competitive sports?

“Building a Skate Park” by Skyler Siljeg
 “Snowboarder Kevin Pearce Recovers” (By Alexis Wiseman, Scholastic News Kids Press Corps)
Kevin Pearce Recovers (Scholastic News Online Video  from Student Reporter, Alexis Wiseman)
“X Games Snowmobile Crash Shows Extreme Sports Are Extremely Dangerous” (By: David Whitley, Sporting News, February 20, 2013)
“X Games”
 “Extreme Sports for Kids: Would You Let Your Child Do Them?”
Infographic: Extreme Sports Addiction
 “Xtreme Parents: Extreme Sports” Video
“Extreme Sports: Higher, Faster, More Treacherous” (By: Meredith C. Carroll, The Denver Post, January 31, 2013)
“Too extreme? Teen’s death renews debate” (By Nancy Armour, The Columbus Dispatch, August 31, 2010)
“Getting Involved In ‘Extreme Sports’: Advice From Parents Of Top Extreme Athletes” 
“With the Thrills Come Extreme Risks” (Jane E. Brody, The New York Times, March 31, 2014)
“Play Extreme Sports: Paintball”

Competitive Sports in Schools (Pros and Cons)

“What in the name of high school football?” By: Hill, Hank, Literary Cavalcade, 00244511,
Nov/Dec2002, Vol. 55, Issue 3
“Are High School Sports Good for Kids” by Daniel Gould
A website dedicated to sharing the risks of High School and College sports
“School Sports: The pros and cons” by Raven J. Railey
“Pushing too hard too young” by Jacqueline Stenson
Michael Phelps discusses his experience balancing school and sports.
“Sports and School: Requiring More From Your Teen” by Dr. Phil




Should Killer Whales be banned?

Orca Whales (National Geographic)
“Marine Parks Wrestling with Change” article adapted by Newsela from Orlando Sentinel (can be read at multiple levels)
 “SeaWorld Promises a Bigger Pool for its Orcas After Movie Made People Angry” article adapted by
Newsela from Los Angeles Times (can be read at multiple levels)
“Sea World says Movie ‘Blackfish’ is Wrong about its Killer Whales” article adapted by Newsela from Orlando Sentinel
 “California bill would ban Orca shows at SeaWorld”
“Smart, social and erratic in captivity” from The New York Times
“Rejected: Blackfish” from Awesome Ocean.com
Studying Perspective”
(Ad against Killer Whale Shows by PETA)
Zoologist says orcas will decline in the wild
Sea World Killer Whale Trainer Responds to “Blackfish”
Ad for Seaworld
Facts About Seaworld’s Killer Whales

​









Sharks?

"Dangerous Predators” Shark Facts
Infographic: Status of the Shark
Sharks: Killers or Just Misunderstood? by Sarah C. Stoughton, MA
“Food Web Woes” by Emily Sohn
“Tourists Wary But Not Put Off After Shark Attacks In Hawaii” (By Los Angles Times, adapted by Newsela staff))
 “Great White Shark” National Geographic Kids
Victims not villains. Poster from Discovery Shark Week.
Spinner shark attacks Florida teen surfer (By Sun Sentinel, adapted by Newsela staff)
Shark attacks expected to rise this summer. Discovery News.
“Why These Shark Junkies Risk Their Lives to Tag Sharks” (ABC News)
 “Sharks Too Close for Comfort?” Discovery Channel Shark Week
“What’s More Deadly Than Sharks?” (Video from OneWorldOneOcean.com, August 3, 2013)
“Sharks: Stewards of the Reef (sharkstewards.com)” 













Underwater Exploration? Space Exploration?

Bill Nye: Why We Explore
“Underwater Exploration”by Cheryl Ward
 “Fabien Costeau leads Acquanauts in Record-Breaking Underseas Expedition
 “Mars Can Wait: Oceans Can’t” (By: Amitai Etzioni, Special To CNN, August 17, 2012)
               50 Years in Space on scholastic.com
 “Why explore space?” (By Phil Plait, Bad Astronomy, Discover Magazine, November 28, 2007)
 “Space Exploration”
“Which scientific research is more important, underwater or space?
“A Month Under the Sea”
“Space Exploration and Travel”
 What was the Apollo Program?
“Mission Twinpossible” (from Time for Kids)
 “The Real Reasons We Explore Space” (By Michael Griffin, Air & Space Magazine, July 2007)
  Help Save Our Oceans: A Groundbreaking Undersea Expedition with Fabien Costeau”
 “Let’s Talk Space” (from Time for Kids)
 “A Giant Robot Crab” by Hailee Romain
 “Space Surgeon” by Cody Crane
Neil deGrasse Tyson—We Stopped Dreaming (Episode 1)
NASA confirms aliens exist – as bacterium 
Collection of unverified but popular NASA photos
NASA has not returned to the moon due to alien occupation
NASA history of the ‘face on Mars’
CNN report on government officials reporting UFOs
Scientific Explanations for alien abductions – Discovery channel article and video


Mount Everest

“Sherpa guides leave Mount Everest base camp after deadly avalanche” (By Associated Press,
adapted by Newsela Staff)
 “Helping People Climb Mount Everest is a dangerous job for sherpas in Nepal” (By Los Angeles
Times, adapted by Newsela Staff)
“’Clean up!’ Nepal’s government tells Mount Everest Climbers” (By Associated Press, adapted by Newsela Staff)
“Jordan Romero: Reaching the Top—The Youngest Kid to Climb Mount Everest” by Taylor
Campos and the Kids News, Inc. Team
“On Top of the World at 13” by Laura Leigh Davidson

Should kids be allowed to have cell phones in schools?
​
Scholastic: Cell phones in school
Cell Phone Use in the Classroom: Concordia University
Family Education: Cell Phones: Allowed in school?

Should schools be in session all year round?

Scholastic Pros and Cons of Year Round School
Research Spotlight on Year-Round School from NEA 
Year Round School: Family Education 
Pros and Cons of Year Round School NEA Today

Do teachers assign too much homework?

CNN: The Great Homework Debate
 Too much homework?

Should the government limit the size of sugary drinks?
​
Sugary drinks
Harvard School of Public Health: Sugary Drinks
​Kidhealth.org Diabetes
Drinking Water

