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January 31, 2014
Greetings RLMS Parents/Guardians: 

I wanted to highlight a recent assembly that is connected to our school climate and Student Assistance Team (SAT).  The School Climate Team is comprised of faculty members, two  RLMS parents and now includes four RLMS students.  We teamed with the PTSA to sponsor a bullying presentation this past week.  Harper Gruzins performed to all students at RLMS this past Monday.  I wanted to share a bit of Harper’s background and her message that was shared at our assembly this week.
Harper Gruzins is a 13 year old singer/songwriter from Coppell, Texas. In 2012, at the age of 11, Harper sang the National Anthem at a soccer game in front of 20,000 people. To her surprise, it was televised.  It wasn’t her best performance due to the fact that she had difficulty hearing herself.  There was a long delay and there was a lot of loud background noise.  A blogger called it "The Worst National Anthem ever" and the video "went viral," getting more than one million views very quickly.  The media ignored her bravery and quickly began scrutinizing her for her poor performance. Soon Harper became the victim of an immense amount of cyber bullying. This carried over into her personal friendships at school, as well.  However, Harper stayed strong knowing music was her passion and refused to give up.   The entire experience inspired Harper and her family to create a nonprofit organization called, “I Have A V.O.I.C.E." for the benefit of bullied tweens, teens and young adults. 
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Harper's message is a positive one: dream big, use your voice to inspire others, and never stop believing that you have something special to offer the world.  During the one-hour assembly, Harper shared her story, connected with students, answered questions and sang several songs along the way.  Additionally, Harper was kind enough to join our 8th graders for lunch and spent some time touring RLMS.  It was a very positive assembly with a message from a 12 year old to peers her age.  Below are a few highlights that were highlighted and discussed during Harper’s program.  

What Is Bullying?

1. Physical

2. Verbal

3. Cyber

4. Self

What Can We Do?

1. Let go of criticism – be yourself

2. Speak up – don’t let it build inside of you

3. Tell Someone

4. Keep friends who like you for you

5. Tomorrow is the first day of the rest of your life!

Harper’s Promise

1. I will not participate in gossip or drama

2. I will help those who feel left out or alone

3. I always post positive comments online

Please feel free to use this information to have a conversation with your child about bullying.  The safety of our students is our number one priority.  It is essential that every student have someone to connect to and ways to report bullying or any issues in and around the school day.  Our School Climate Team will continue to look at ways to build the school community and make every child feel safe and secure during the school day.
Next week our Student Leadership Club is sponsoring RLMS “Sprit Week”.  We will have themes each day to build up to our annual Basketball Bash.  I am asking that you assist us in making sure your child supports our “spirited” efforts while maintaining the integrity of our dress code (we do bend the rules a bit).  Here are the themes for the week:

Monday, February 3rd – Comfy Pant Day – Wear your favorite and most comfy sweatpants or flannel pants to school and be comfortable all day long.  No pajamas are allowed but feel free to wear your slippers!  No onesies or footie pajamas are allowed.

Tuesday, February 4th – Jersey Day – Wear your favorite team’s jersey and team colors…all teams and sports are allowed.

Wednesday, February 5th – Clash and Mix Match Day – Don’t wear anything that matches…wear as many crazy colors and clashing pieces of clothing as you can!  Your clothing choices must be appropriate and follow the school dress code.  No hats are allowed.

Thursday, February 6th – Bulldog Spirit Day – Wear your RLMS school colors, Black and Yellow, and RLMS gear to support our Bulldogs as they take on the Men’s and Women’s Faculty Basketball teams in the 9th Annual RLMS Basketball Bash that night!  Don’t forget to buy your tickets to the bash in the cafeteria starting next week.

Friday, February 7th – Surprise Day – Students should listen to the announcements for what the Friday surprise theme will be (
I am hoping to see you at our upcoming Basketball Bash on February 6th.  This is a great evening for our RLMS families and faculty.  Be sure to come out and cheer on our students and faculty basketball teams!  

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding upcoming events at Roger Ludlowe Middle School.  GO BULLDOGS!! 
Warm regards~
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