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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE
February 13, 2015
There are a few items below that are important to note.  First, there is a timeline for parents of 8th graders regarding our transition process.  Please be sure to take a look at the timeline information.  Second, I have noticed a significant increase in absences, tardies and extended absences/vacations.  Some of these are unavoidable.  However, we believe that regular school attendance is essential for the success as a student.  Please make every effort to get your child to school outside of illness or emergency.  I had sent absence/tardy information early this year.  Please review the information below.  Extended absence forms are available on the RLMS website.
We have lots of exciting events going on at RLMS!  The Egypt Fair was held this past week for 6th grade crews M & S.  I was most impressed in my visit this week.  The Social Studies presentations were incredible.  Congratulations to the students of crew M & S.

The FLHS Counselors spoke with all 8th grade homerooms this week regarding the transition process.  Kelly Cummings (8th grade counselor) has also met with all crew to discuss course options, scheduling and the transition process.  Please see the 8th to 9th grade transition information within this newsletter.

Teens for Jeans Community Outreach is at RLMS for the next week.  Collection bins are placed in the main office and cafeteria.  Please send in your new, old or gently used jeans.

After seeing how great the demos were during the science presentation for the 7th grade, the PTSA has generously arranged for the Demos “R” Us team to come present to the 8th grade on the morning of Tuesday, February 24th.  They will share fascinating Physics demonstrations during an inspiring 45 minute show.  
RLMS Movie Night – Event is sponsored by our Student Leadership team.  Event will be on Friday, February 27th at 7pm.  
. 
Middle School to High School

Course Selection/Scheduling Timeline

For 2015-2016 School Year

Week of January 26th: Program of Studies booklet delivered to middle schools

February 2-4th: Grade 8 counselors distribute the Program of Studies and explain course registration process and timeline to students

February 4th: Grade 8 Parent Evening-Open House/Tour of the Electives-at 7:00 pm. (Snow date February 5th)

February 9-13th: Grade 8 teacher recommendations completed through Infinite Campus and special education teachers provide collaborative lists

February 9 FWMS, February 10, RLMS: High school counselors visit middle schools to discuss course selections with students

February 17-18th: High school turns teacher recommendations into requests to be viewed on portal

February 19-26th: Students select electives in Infinite Campus

February 27-March 3rd: High schools print and deliver Course Verification Sheets to middle schools

March 4-20th: 8th grade counselors resolve any schedule conflicts with 8th grade students and collect signed (parent and student) Courses Verification Sheets to middle schools.

June 1st: 8th grade visits to Fairfield Warde and Fairfield Ludlowe (8:45-11:45am)

Transition information will be posted on the RLMS and FLHS websites as information goes out.
ATTENDANCE/ABSENCES/TARDIES/EXTENDED ABSENCES

LATE TO SCHOOL (Tardy)

School begins at 8:10 a.m.  Students should make every effort to arrive on time as part of developing a sense of responsibility.  If your child is tardy to school, please do the following:

1.
Report to the main office as soon as you arrive at school.

2.
Parents should call the attendance line to report student as tardy.

Students who are late to school are listed as “tardy unexcused” unless they are at a medical appointment.  A student who arrives to school late due to a doctor or dentist’s appointment must bring in a note from the doctor or dentist in order to be excused. 

Parents should try to avoid making medical appointments during school hours whenever possible.

ATTENDANCE / ABSENCE

If it is necessary for your child to be absent from school, please call us at 255-8403 as soon as you know your child will be absent.  This number may be called any time of the day or night -- except between 8:45 a.m. and 9:15 a.m., when the voicemail is being transcribed.  If we do not hear from you when your child is absent, we will call home to verify the absence.  It is the policy of Roger Ludlowe Middle School to call home and/or a parent’s place of employment to verify a student’s absence from school for our students’ health and safety.

It is your child’s responsibility to see that they get any make-up work from their teachers. 

When your child is absent from school, it is mandatory for parents (guardians) to write a note on the date of return, even for those who have been called in on the day of the absence, stating the following:

•
Your name

•
Date(s) of your absence

•
Reason for absence

•
Parent’s signature

This note should be given to the main office on the first day back to school. This note is required by the State of Connecticut and is kept on file.

The Connecticut State Board of Education has adopted new definitions of excused and unexcused student absences:

Under CSBOE policy, a student is “in attendance” if present at his/her assigned school or an activity sponsored by the school, for at least half of the regular school day.  A student who does not meet the definition of “in attendance” is absent.  Under the newly adopted definition of an excused absence, student absences one through nine in a given school are excused under the following circumstances: 1) the student’s parent/guardian approves such absence and submits appropriate written documentation within ten school days of the student’s return to school.  Such documentation must be submitted for each incidence of absenteeism and include either a signed note from a student’s parent or guardian explaining the nature of and reason for the absence and the length of the absence, 2) a signed note from a school official that spoke in person with a parent/guardian about the absence or 3) a note confirming the absence by the school nurse or by a licensed medical professional. 

For a student’s tenth absence and all absences over ten in a given school year, an absence will be excused for the following reasons:  for illness (only with documentation from a licensed medical professional for each day of absence), for observance of a religious holiday, death in the student’s  family or other emergency beyond the control of the student’s family, mandated court appearances (with written documentation), extraordinary educational opportunities (pre-approved by school administration in accordance with CSBOE guidance), and in the event of lack of transportation that is normally provided by a district other than the one the student attends.  

Should a child accumulate four unexcused absences in one month or a total of ten unexcused absences in a given school year, RLMS is required to report this child as truant under the current Families with Service Needs statute.  

A student is considered to be in attendance if present at school, or at an activity sponsored by the school, such as a field trip, for at least half of the regular school day (minimum of 3.5 hrs.).  A student who is serving an out-of-school suspension or an expulsion is considered absent.

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL MORE THAN 5 DAYS

If you have a more serious illness than normal, please call the school nurse, and explain the problem.  If necessary, we can gather together books and assignments so that your child can keep up with work.  Please call the main office at 255-8345.

ABSENCE FROM SCHOOL AND SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

If you are absent from school (or arrive after 11:30 a.m.) on the day of a dance or other after-school activity, please remember that you cannot attend those activities.

VACATION POLICY

The administration and faculty of the Fairfield Public Schools would like to emphasize the importance of regular school attendance for each pupil.  We recognize that there are times when illness, a family emergency, or a religious observance makes it necessary for a pupil to be absent.

However, in recent years, we feel that there has been a growing tendency for parents to remove children from school for reasons other than those cited above.  In particular, we are concerned about the number of families who take their children out of school for planned family vacation during school time.

Each of the 183 days during the year when school is in session is critical for learning.  Families receive a calendar of those dates to plan family trips at times other than important school days.  Please be advised that vacation days fall under the state approved attendance policy stated above.

If you must take a family vacation during school time, the following will be the responsibility of both the parents and the student:

1.
Parents should complete the “Notification of Extended Absence” form and request that it be distributed to the student’s teacher(s) at least one week before you will be away requesting schoolwork to be covered during that period.  To the extent that the teacher can provide work that the student can do with little or no assistance, it will be provided.  The Extended Absence Form is available on the RLMS website.
2.
During the vacation, parents should set aside regular study time and, when possible, assist their child with his/her work.

3.
Upon the student’s return to school, all work that the teacher assigns must be made up and handed in within two weeks of the return to school.  It must be stressed here that the “participation” part of the work missed cannot be made up and may lower the grade.
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding upcoming events at Roger Ludlowe Middle School.  GO BULLDOGS!! 

Warm regards~
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