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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

February 28, 2014
Greetings RLMS Parents/Guardians: 

It seems like ages since my last correspondence.  Lots of great stuff happening in the halls of RLMS around snow days, delays and early releases.  I wanted to thank our PTSA, parent volunteers and faculty members for their support in our recent Basketball Bash.  It was great to see students and faculty members interact outside of the classroom setting.  Congratulations to our boys and girls basketball teams in their victories over the faculty teams.  I believe the faculty players appreciated the snow day/day of rest following the event.  I know those girls ran me ragged!

RLMS celebrated our Citizenship Award winners for marking period two. Each marking period, the Counseling/Administrative team grants the Citizenship Award to two students (a boy and a girl), from each crew, on each grade level and from Unified Arts. The goal of the Citizenship Award program is to promote a positive and accepting environment in our school. Through this recommendation, the larger school community will be encouraged to make better choices and to be more mindful of others in their decision-making. 

The criteria for this award may include:

•              The student has shown positive leadership qualities.

•              The student has shown a marked improvement in academic and/or behavioral areas.

•              The student has shown behaviors associated with being a positive role model in school.

The Administrative team, school counselors and Dean recognized these students with a certificate of achievement this past Monday.    Congratulations to our 26 award winners.
The 6th Grade recently hosted their Egypt Fair.  Students were able to share their various presentations with parents, teachers, and administrators over the past few weeks.  It was wonderful to see students exploring the various aspects of Egyptian architecture, jewelry, sports, and entertainment to name a few.  I appreciate all that were able weather the cold and the elements to come and attend the event.

I had the opportunity to attend the annual Acappella Night hosted at Tomlinson Middle School this past Friday.  The event showcased high school and middle school acappella groups.  Congratulations to RLMS’s own Middle Ground on an amazing performance led by Mrs. Lafond.  The singers and soloists were phenomenal in front of a packed auditorium!

You recently received a message through our Infinite Campus messaging system from Dr. Meg Boice, Director of Secondary Education regarding the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium (SBAC) Field Test.  This test will be replacing the Connecticut Master Test (CMT) in English Language Arts and Mathematics.  The letter contained testing windows and scheduling options.  I wanted to give you specific testing information for Roger Ludlowe Middle School students.  Please be sure to mark your calendar with the following dates:
· Grade 8 Science CMT – March 18

· Grade 8 ELA and Math – March 19 – April 3

· Grade 6 ELA and Math – April 4 – April 29
· Grade 7 ELA and Math – April 30- May 16

· Make ups (if needed) – May 19 – June 6

A middle school parent SBAC presentation will be held in the Board Room at the district office, 501 Kings Highway East, on Wednesday, March 12 from 1:00 to 2:00 pm.  The PTSA is also hosting a presentation from Dr. Shelbi Cole, director of mathematics for the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium on Monday, March 3 at Tomlinson Middle School at 8 pm.  Please contact the PTSA for more information on that event.  If you would like additional information on the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Field Test, feel free to visit http://www.smarterbalanced.org/field-test/.
I am going to repeat an important message that I delivered in August.    Infinite Campus is our primary mode of communication of grades, attendance and important updates. I frequently get emails that say, “This email was forwarded to me.  Can you add me to your distribution list?”  We are unable to add your contact information.  You must login to Infinite Campus to make sure your household emergency contact information and email contact information are correct.  Please make sure your account settings are complete.  

Parents who are having difficulty should email reghelp@fairfieldschools.org and we will respond as soon as possible, normally within two business days. Additional support regarding Infinite Campus can be found at the following link:

 http://fairfieldschools.org/parent_resources_infinite_campus.htm
Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding upcoming events at Roger Ludlowe Middle School.  GO BULLDOGS!! 
Warm regards~
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