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March 14, 2014
Greetings RLMS Parents/Guardians: 
I am hoping that members of the RLMS community had the opportunity to see Reizendheim this past weekend.  What an incredible show.  Our very own teachers, Dr. Smolinski, Mr. Superty, and Ms. Brown-Wilusz wrote, directed and staged this production.  It was amazing to see over sixty RLMS students sing and dance their way across the stage for the three days of production.  I would like to congratulate the teachers, staff, parents, students, and crew that were involved.  I am still singing the tunes!

The Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium and Science CMT testing will begin this Tuesday, March 18th for grade 8.  Our 8th grade teachers and students have been spending some time looking at practice tests and orienting themselves with the testing protocols.  I am hoping that you were able to attend the Middle School SBAC presentation this past Wednesday at our Central Office.  Do not hesitate to call me or your child’s school counselor if you have additional questions regarding the testing process.

I have posted the testing dates below.  I would like to remind students and parents that we simply ask that students get a good night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast and put forth their very best effort every day.  Please note that we are hoping to have all students be in school during the testing windows.  However, we understand that students get sick.  We will have a make-up window if needed.
· Grade 8 Science CMT – March 18

· Grade 8 ELA and Math – March 19 – April 3

· Grade 6 ELA and Math – April 4 – April 29
· Grade 7 ELA and Math – April 30- May 16

· Make ups (if needed) – May 19 – June 6

I have had some recent inquiries regarding our attendance policy and vacations.  At Roger Ludlowe Middle School, we believe school attendance is essential in ensuring that children receive the education they need to be successful. When children are absent from school they miss valuable information that many times cannot be duplicated.  Furthermore, as explained in a notice sent home this summer, the Connecticut State Board of Education has adopted new definitions of excused and unexcused student absences. The explanation is below for your benefit:

Under CSBOE policy, a student is “in attendance” if present at his/her assigned school or an activity sponsored by the school, for at least half of the regular school day.  A student who does not meet the definition of “in attendance” is absent.  Under the newly adopted definition of an excused absence, student absences one through nine in a given school are excused under the following circumstances: 1) the student’s parent/guardian approves such absence and submits appropriate written documentation within ten school days of the student’s return to school.  Such documentation must be submitted for each incidence of absenteeism and include either a signed note from a student’s parent or guardian explaining the nature of and reason for the absence and the length of the absence, 2) a signed note from a school official that spoke in person with a parent/guardian about the absence or 3) a note confirming the absence by the school nurse or by a licensed medical professional. 

For a student’s tenth absence and all absences over ten in a given school year, an absence will be excused for the following reasons:  for illness (only with documentation from a licensed medical professional for each day of absence), for observance of a religious holiday, death in the student’s  family or other emergency beyond the control of the student’s family, mandated court appearances (with written documentation), extraordinary educational opportunities (pre-approved by school administration in accordance with CSBOE guidance), and in the event of lack of transportation that is normally provided by a district other than the one the student attends.  
We believe that regular school attendance is essential for the success of our students.  We recognize that there are times when illness, a family emergency, or a religious observance makes it necessary for a student to be absent.  However, in recent years, we feel that there has been a growing tendency for parents to remove children from school for reasons other than those cited above.  In particular, we are concerned about the number of families who take their children out of school for planned family vacation during school time.  Please be advised that vacation days fall under the state approved attendance policy stated above.

If you must take a family vacation during school time, the following will be the responsibility of both the parents and the students:

1.  Parents should complete the “Notification of Extended Absence” form and request that it be distributed to the student’s teachers at least one week before you will be away requesting schoolwork to be covered during that period.  To the extent that the teacher can provide work that the student can do with little or no assistance, it will be provided.

2. During the vacation, parents should set aside regular study time and when possible, assist their child with his/her work.

3. Upon the student’s return to school, all work that the teacher assigns must be made up and handed in within two weeks of the return to school.  
Please contact your child’s school counselor if your have questions regarding attendance or if you are in need of an extended absence form.

Do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding upcoming events at Roger Ludlowe Middle School.  GO BULLDOGS!! 
Warm regards~
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