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Grade 8 Physical Science
Chris Varcoe Room 325
cvarcoe@fairfieldschools.org 
Physical Science:  interaction of matter and energy--physics and chemistry

Grade 8 Science focuses on improving science inquiry process skills through the study of physical science.  Students explore the interactions of matter and energy at microscopic and macroscopic levels.  

Units of Study:

Safety and Measurement
Matter in Motion (Physics)

Energy and Movement (Physics)
Properties and Classification of Matter (Chemistry)
Structural Analysis (Engineering)

Practical Applications of Physical Science Concepts (Simple and Complex Machines)

Grading:  
Students are graded on a variety of categories, including preparation, class work, homework, tests/quizzes, labs, and safety.  Work (classwork and homework) counts for 10% of the grade while assessments (tests, labs, and projects) count for 90% of the grade.  
Students are generally allowed to do makeup assignments or retests when they get low grades and complete missed homework assignments for reduced credit.
Texts:

Holt, Rinehart, and Winston Middle School Science

Introduction to Matter

Forces, Motion, and Energy
The textbooks and related learning and study resources are available online at http://my.hrw.com, where students log on using a username and password.  Username:  cvarcoe3  PW: y2r6j will work.
Teacher webpages with posted study guides, links, and resources are on the fairfieldschools.org website.

Professional Mission:  

Help students grow and improve, as students and as people, by identifying and providing for their educational needs.

Experience:  
· 23 years in Fairfield, Newtown, and Norwalk
· Grades 6 and 8, science, math, social studies, health, reading, language arts
Education:  
· Sixth Year Certificate in Educational Leadership Southern CT State University
· MAT Sacred Heart University
· AB Bowdoin College
· Brien McMahon High School
Personal: 
· 46 years old
· Married (Alison), two children Jack (9th) and Emma (6th)
· Live in Fairfield near Lake Mohegan
