Layers of the Atmosphere 
Unit Vocabulary

Students are to define each of these words using their notes or the glossary of their text book. 

1. Atmosphere – layer of gases that surrounds earth
2. Nitrogen – Most common atmospheric gas (78%). Released when dead plants and animals breakdown.
3. Oxygen – 2nd most common gas (21%), made by phytoplankton and plants.
4. Carbon Dioxide – Important gas for weather, heat trapping greenhouse gas
5. Water Vapor – Invisible gas. When atmospheric conditions change, water vapor turns to solid or liquid
6. Solar Energy – sun’s rays that reach earth (radiation).
7. Greenhouse Effect – Heat trapped in atmosphere
8. Atmospheric Layers – earth is divided into layers extending out from earth’s surface.
9. Troposphere – Layer closest to earth. Human life, weather. Highest air pressure. Altitude goes up, Temp. goes down.
10. Stratosphere – Above troposphere. Ozone layer here.  Air is thin, very cold except above the ozone layer.
11. Mesosphere – Middle layer. Coldest. Altitude goes up, temp. goes down.
12. Thermosphere – Air is thin, temp is hot! (thermo=heat) little or no atmosphere. Alt. goes up, temp goes up!
13. Exosphere- outside layer. Leads into outer space.
14. Ozone – Form of oxygen. Only in stratosphere.
15. Altitude – distance above sea level.
16. Air Pressure – measure of force with which air molecules push on surface. Greatest in troposphere.
17. Ozone Layer – Protects life on earth by absorbing UV rays of sun.
