RLMS Grade 6 Orchestra

Dear Students and Parents,

Welcome to Grade 6 Orchestra. I am looking forward to work with grade 6 orchestra this year. Below you will find some information that will help to ensure a successful year. Please fill out and sign the attached sheet to verify that you have gone through the class expectations with your child. All the information will be posted on the IC. Please sign on and activate your IC account. This also will provide you access to information that your child will need during the year, and receive the mid term progress reports. 
ORCHESTRA. This course is designed for all string students to experience the joy of music in a large string ensemble. Students meet together two to three times a week and perform in public at least twice a year playing music from the Baroque, Classical and Modern periods. In addition, all students are expected to attend one small, homogeneous group lesson each week as part of the course requirement.
During the year students are encouraged to become more sensitive to the conductor and to develop listening skills as well as building playing technique and building a practice schedule.
“Music teachers and the Fairfield Public School District are not responsible for any accidental damage incurred while in the course of daily instruction, tuning, and instrument handling.” 

SMALL GROUP INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS. 

Weekly half-hour lesson attendance, on a rotating schedule, is required of all orchestra and band members.
Policy Regarding Students Attending Music Lessons

As of August 28, 2008, the music policy at Roger Ludlowe Middle School will be as follows:

Students will attend all regularly scheduled music lessons except for the following reasons:

1. Guest Speaker in the Classroom

2. Labs (Science, Foods, Etc.)

3. Test Review

4. District Wide Writing Prompts
All lessons will begin five minutes after students are due to their regularly scheduled class.  This will allow all students to go to their classes and inform their teacher that they will be attending their lessons*.  Lessons will be 30 minutes long.  This will allow the student to go back to their classes and check in with the teachers about what they missed and write down homework.

*If student is held in regular classroom for any of the reasons above, the teacher should immediately email the music lesson colleague with the student name and reason for the absence from the lesson.

Make-ups     Lessons not made up on time are counted as zeros which lower grades considerably. It is the student’s responsibility to make up lessons within two weeks of the missed lesson or by the last day for make-ups, whichever comes first.
The instrumental music staff offers make ups as follows:
1 Make up per week during home room

1 Make up per week during school 

Before/after school as needed
Make-up lessons for Grade 6 Orchestra will be held
· Wednesdays during Home Room (8:10-8:30)
· Fridays Period 5 (12:30-1:00)

Chamber Orchestra

In addition to the large ensemble, all string students at RLMS have the opportunity to join Chamber Orchestra if they are looking for a more intensive music ensemble experience. Chamber Orchestra offers students the opportunity to experience “chamber-style” music by limiting the number of participants. Due to both this chamber experience and the difficulty of the music studied and performed, all students must audition for membership. These auditions are held in the beginning of each school year. All students are encouraged to audition. Audition information will be available in the regular large ensemble classes. 

Chamber Orchestra rehearses Tuesday mornings from 7:15 – 8:00 am in the Orchestra room. This before-school rehearsal time allows students to possibly also participate in any after-school activities they may like. 

Rehearsal Procedures and  EXPECTATIONS

~ Please touch only your own instrument, music or accessories
~ Keep your instrument and classroom clean
~ Students have been actively involved in determining what practices and behaviors contribute to a positive and effective rehearsal. 
~ Take your instrument home EVERY NIGHT (not if you share it with another student). On rare occasions, if a student must leave their instrument at school, a note from home is required, otherwise, consequences may include a lowered grade, detention, or a phone call home.
WHAT’S NEEDED

~  Essential Elements Book 1 (red cover) and Book 2 (blue cover)
~  Scales Book (provided from school)
~  Suzuki Volume 1 and Volume 2
~  Orchestra music will be provided. $2 per page for lost music

~ Solo Time for Strings (Basses only)

~ Pencil and eraser
~ Soft cloth for cleaning the instrument
~ Strap for cellos and basses

~ Please consider purchasing a tuning devise

~ Working instrument and supplies (instrument should have student’s name, homeroom, grade and RLMS on case) OR a note from home indicating the instrument is in repair

BEHAVIOR PLAN
· Classroom Policies and Procedures

1. When entering the classroom proceed immediately to your seat with your instrument, music and accessories.

2. Violins and Violas place the case under your chair along with your binder and materials.

3. When your instrument is ready, sit quietly and wait for the rehearsal to start. 
4. Go to lockers, use lavatory before class begins.

5. At the end of the class, clean and pack you instrument carefully

6. Remain in your seat until dismissed. Listen carefully to dismissal order.

7. Do not speak out loud. Do not raise your hand when the teacher is speak
· Classroom Rules
1. Follow classroom procedures at all times.

2. No food, no gum or drink allowed

3. No chatting, swearing, teasing, name calling or threatening.

4. Keep hands/feet/objects to yourself!

· Consequences

1. VERBAL WARNING
2. CONFERENCE AFTER CLASS WITH MR. KROQI
3. PHONE CALL TO PARENTS/GUARDIAN
4. DETENTION
5. REFERAL TO DEAN
* A detention would take place the following day after school or during lunch
If a student is having trouble with any of the above, s/he will be helped in these ways:

1) develop plan(s) w/ teacher to change present behaviour which may entail dismissal from class, coming in during lunch, or staying after school

2) parent/guardian will be asked to help develop plan(s) for improving present behaviour

Private Lessons     Private lessons are recommended and encouraged. Individual lesson time with students in a public school setting is limited. 
Ask for suggestions and phone numbers of private teachers. 
GBYO
and NYSO
Also recommended and encouraged. Youth Orchestras create a valuable and different opportunity for the young musicians. 
Grades will be based on the following:

1. Lessons  attendance, proper materials, ability to perform the day’s assignment at an acceptable level

2. Orchestra Rehearsals  preparation of music, attendance, proper materials, effort

3. Points  attention to task, cooperation in rehearsal, ability to transfer what is learned in lessons, posture, playing position
4. Performance participation (Please check Performance expectations and dates below) 

CONCERT ATTENDANCE EXPECTATION

There are two evening concerts* per grade level annually.  These concerts are the culminating events of months of study, rehearsal and individual practice and are critical components of each student’s complete and successful participation in the music program.  The Winter and Spring concerts offer unique and important assessment opportunities during the 2nd and 4th quarter and participation is therefore expected.  Absence from the Winter and/or Spring concert may impact the student’s grade in the 2nd and/or 4th marking period.     

We realize that occasionally emergencies arise that prevent a student's participation in a performance. Because each set of circumstances will differ, students/parents should discuss any conflicts with the music teacher with as much advance notice as possible. 

Students who participate in co-curricular ensembles; jazz band, chamber choir, and chamber orchestra, may be required to attend additional concert dates.
In order to plan for your child’s participation in the concerts, please take note of the concert schedule below.
PERFORMANCE DATES
Please mark these dates on your family calendar. All concerts begin at 7:00 pm.
Winter Concert 

· December 8, 2014
Monday
 

6th Grade Concert
Orchestra, Band, Chorus
Spring Concert
· May 13, 2015

Wednesday


6th Grade Concert Orchestra, Band, Chorus
· High Note Festival-Lake Compounce in Bristol, May 28, 2015.
· PERFORMANCE ATTIRE
Black dress pants or black skirt at the knee or below, white collared shirt with a necktie for boys, white dress shirt for girls, and appropriate footwear (no sneakers.) Please let your music teacher know ahead of time if this will be a problem.

Practice -Students are expected to practice orchestra and lesson material.  Some suggestions:

A.  Plan to practice 20 minutes each day

B.  Practice in a quiet place with good lighting and a music stand

C.  Develop a practice routine

If you can't play every day, play as often as you possibly can. If you can't play for a long time, play for as long as possible.


Always spend a few minutes on warm-up exercises.


Always think about good posture and holding your instrument properly.

Play all the scales you have learned so far. Try them from memory.


Prepare your lesson and Orchestra rehearsal material:

1. Play as slowly as necessary in order to play accurately.

2. Repeat difficult sections until you can perform them several times correctly.

3. Have a pencil on your stand and mark your music to help you avoid making the same mistakes.

4. Learn how to count rhythms out loud.

5. Notice the key and time signatures.

Play music that is fun and enjoyable, but be sure to include some music that will challenge your ability. Be proud of what you have accomplished, no matter how great or small. Acknowledge that you also have areas that can be improved upon.
ONLY PRACTICE ON THE DAYS THAT YOU EAT.
Comments, questions,or concerns? Please contact me by phone at 203-255-8345 or send an email to: gkroqi@fairfield.k12.ct.us I will make every effort to help.
Sincerely,

Gjorgj Kroqi
String Teacher, 

RLMS, Fairfield, CT
PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY TO YOUR NEXT CLASS MEETING

I have read through the Orchestra Information and discussed it with my child

__________________________________________

          Please print student’s first and last name

Homeroom _________________________________

Instrument _________________________________



Type, brand

Instrument serial # ___________________________  

Home phone ________________________________

Parents’ email addresses

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Address ____________________________________

__________________________________________

PLEASE CIRCLE ONE: I plan to use IC to access school information

                  Yes                             No

Parent/guardian signature

____________________

