Name: _______________________________________
COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
1. Lists or Series- Use commas to separate a list/series of three or more words or phrases.  

	Calvin liked sausage, cereal, and prune tarts for breakfast.

We found seaweed in the water, on the sand, under the rocks, and even in our shoes.
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  STAY ALERT – If the series uses the words and or or to separate each item in a list/series then no comma is necessary.
Red and white and blue are patriotic colors.

PRACTICE

	1. Max is clever wise wonderfully funny and good with gorillas.

2. Uncle Farley is rich weird whiny and handy with a plunger.

3. Maria used her babysitting money to buy face powder bubble gum fly spray and Oreos.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview

2. Side by Side – when two adjectives (words that describe) are side by side in a sentence often they need a comma.  
· Consider if you could add “and” if it sounds correct you would add a comma. 

The winner is the little brown dog.

It would sound weird to say,

 The winner is the little and brown dog.

· Sometimes the words and or or separate them and they do not need a comma. 

	An Arabian stallion is a fast, beautiful horse.

Cold, windy days don’t bother me much.

Cold and windy days don’t bother me much.


PRACTICE

	1. Nobody saw the rumpled lonely pigeon sitting on the statue’s nose.

2. It was a dark and stormy night. 
3. Nobody believed his weary pointless lies.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview

3. Dates – Use commas between the day and the year.

January 24, 2013

Use commas after the day of the week, the day of the month, and the year (only if the sentence continues).

Our Cirque du Soleil tickets are for Wednesday, July 18, at Madison Square Garden in New York, NY.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview

4. Addresses – when referring to an address within a sentence, use commas to separate names, street, city and state.

Please send the order to Marshal Grates, 122 Ridge Road, Ulysses Junction, MN 57231.

When referring to a city and a state in a sentence (without the zip code) use a comma after the state.

I traveled through St. Louis, MO, on my way to Chicago.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview

5. Titles – when a person’s name includes an abbreviated title, the abbreviations are separated from the rest of the name with a comma.
Melvin Schwinnbaum, M.D., and Laurence Gutting, Jr., are in charge of training at the National Kissing Contest in Balderdash, Wisconsin.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview

6. Salutations and Closings – when writing a letter use a comma after the person’s name and after your closing.  

Salutation: Dear Aunt Rosey,

                         Dear Mom,
Closing:       Love,          Yours truly,

                       Fondly,        Regards,
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
7. Quotations – use commas before, within, and sometimes after direct quotations (the exact words someone says).
The words used to identify the speaker are called the tag line 

Mary said or Jane replied
There are three types of tag lines
BEFORE the quote: 
 - the comma always follows the tag line  

 - beginning letter of the quote is always capitalized 

Jon said, “Everyone decided to go.”

Jon asked, “Where did everyone go?”

AFTER the quote: 
 - Use a comma after the actual quote (before the tag line) 

 - An exception to this rule is end marks for questions or exclamations 

“Everyone decided to go,” said Jon.

“Where did everyone go?” asked Jon.
In the MIDDLE of the quote – In between two separate (quotes): 
 - use a comma after the first quote
 - use a period after the tag line 

 - the beginning of the second sentence (quote) is capitalized 

“I have a dog,” said Jane. “Do you have any pets?”

In the MIDDLE of the quote – When the tag line splits one sentence (quote) into two parts: 
 - a comma follows the first part of the quote and the tag line 
 - the beginning of second portion of the quote is NOT capitalized 

“I have two dogs,” said Jane, “that fight all the time.”
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
PRACTICE add commas and correct end punctuation as needed
	1. A TMS physical education teacher said “I believe that all students would benefit from the extra exercise that recess provides."
2. “I believe that all students would benefit from the extra exercise that recess provides" stated a TMS physical education teacher.
3. “I believe that all students would benefit from extra exercise” stated a TMS physical education teacher “and recess provides that.”
4. She said I‘ll see you in court
5. I’ll see you in court she said
6. She said I’ll see you in court and left
7. I’ll see you she said in court
8. Drew said Our trip to Aruba was awesome 
9. Our trip to Aruba Drew said was awesome
10. Our trip to Aruba was awesome Drew said
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
8. Beginnings – sentences often begin with extra stuff that adds information and detail to the sentence.  It might be a single word or a group of words - put the comma after. 
· HOW do you know where to put the commas or if you need a comma?   Can you remove the stuff before the comma and still have a sentence? (subject, verb and expresses a complete thought)
 Extra Stuff       ,   Sentence  
Marvella, would you marry me?

Yes, I would love to marry you.

Well, maybe I could marry you.

Incidentally, Tyrone asked me to marry him last week.

In the back of the refrigerator, a moldy jar of mayonnaise sat beside a plate of greenish-looking pork chops.
After sitting through five classes, Zachary didn’t really want to go with his father to a lecture called “Fun with Calculus.”

If you eat a lot of candy and never brush your teeth, your teeth may rot.

 PRACTICE

1. Oddly enough I’ve grown fond of milk toast.

2. In the event of a worldwide lettuce shortage eat cabbage.
3. Although he denies it I’m not surprised that Paul ate your Jell-o.
4. If you ever have a chance to meet my parakeet skip it.

5. Sadly he took his bassoon and went home.

6. Sam I would like to buy your ferret.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
Independent Practice 
1. Thinking back I would say that Harold was too close to the edge.

2. Tyrone just call her and ask her.

3. Oh I can’t wait to bake you some Spam muffins.

4. In the future keep your cuckoo in the closet.

5. By the way you left your little brother in the car wash.

6. If you want I could fix you some creamed turnips.

7. Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers.

8. While under the boardwalk he found Waldo’s retainer.
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
9. Middle - Interrupters – extra stuff in the middle of the sentence that adds details -needs to have a comma before and after.  

· HOW do you know where to put the commas?  Can you remove the stuff within the commas and still have a sentence? (subject, verb and express a complete thought)
Sent      ,   Extra Stuff    ,   ence
	LaMont and his brother, incidentally, walked to school on Monday.

LaMont and his brother, the one who usually drove his car, walked to school on Monday.

You, Nancy, are the winner.


PRACTICE

	1. No one in the school however knew that Bill’s middle name was “Noodles.”

2. The Titanic an unsinkable ship sank.

3. Mrs. Gymtoe after being hypnotized by Professor Drool during an assembly fell off the stage into a pile of seventh graders. 


Independent Practice 

	1. If you can’t sit still Rodney I’ll call the sit squad.

2. Nobody in our class in my opinion is a match for Burnell Bettlebaun.

3. If you can’t sleep darling drink some warm milk. 

4. Nobody except Marlene to tell you the truth can eat 14 sub sandwiches while riding a pogo stick.

5. I can’t of course go with you to the Mushroom Festival.

6. I will waste tomorrow the best day of the week playing double solitaire with my uncle.

7. It seems strange on the other hand that Marlene even owns a pogo stick.

8. Square yo-yos which are popular in Antarctica never really got rolling here in America.

9. I can’t believe even if I wanted to that you’re guilty of grand theft chocolate.

10. No one in my opinion should believe her story about the flying fur ball!
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
10. Endings – extra stuff that adds information and detail to the end of a sentence - needs a comma before it.  
· HOW do you know where to put the commas?  Can you remove the stuff after the commas and still have a sentence? (subject, verb and expresses a complete thought).

Sentence     , Extra Stuff          
I want another cookie, mom.
I want it now, by the way.
My favorite kind of cookie is oatmeal, incidentally.
I love oatmeal cookies, the kind with both raisins and nuts.

Mom cooked a huge meal, at the same time balancing the checkbook.
PRACTICE

	1. You are my fondest memory by the way.

2. I must have that lobster in the window the one with the sumptuous tail.

3. You can’t go to the movies in that ridiculous outfit Melanie.

4. Well I for one do not know any stand-up librarians.


Independent Practice 

	1. I am in love with lobster pie believe it or not.
2. I love watercress soup a nourishing blend of vegetables and water.

3. You left your shorts in the Laundromat by the way.

4. Do you know Rheba the girl with the fantastic vocal cords?

5. My uncle plays the accordion an instrument with a history of happy noises.

6. I am allergic to fur bearing spaghetti the food that keeps on giving.

7. Jim lives in the attic a place of cobwebs and dreams.  
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COMMA USAGE – a basic overview
11. Compound sentences – when there are two complete independent clauses (sentences) in one sentence. The sentences can be connected  by a comma plus a FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so)
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 STAY ALERT – these words are used frequently and do not always need a comma.

· HOW do you know if it needs a comma?  Cover up the FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) - is there an independent clause (complete sentence) before it and after it? 

	for

and

nor

but

or

yet

so


Sentence      , Sentence
	Armand ate an enchilada, and Armand gobbled up four tacos and an order of refried beans. 

He hated television and music, but he loved doing algebra equations more than anything on earth.



PRACTICE

	1. I’ll trade you my computer for your motorcycle or you can have what’s behind locker number three.
2. I’ll trade you my computer for your motorcycle or your tent.



Independent Practice 

	1. Al pushed a cucumber off the roof but it bounced off a baby carriage and landed on a dachshund.

2. I do not believe in Munchkins nor do I think they can dance in real life.

3. Nobody saw the car coming and no one tried to warn the poor pigeon trying to cross the street. 

4. People laughed and shouted at her as they drove by but Jennifer cheerfully kept rinsing the giraffe.

5. She is not against fast food nor is she in favor of the slow stuff.  

6. Armand ate an enchilada and an order of refried beans.
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Independent Practice 

	1. I cannot look at pictures of mice or spiders or snakes without anxiety.

2. Old nasty crumbs are better than no crumbs.

3. My cousin Wolfgang reads sings talks and wiggles his ears while eating.

4. If you leap buildings swim oceans walk tall and smile nicely, they might let you into college some day.

5. Monica entered the jump while you eat contest the smoke detector juggling contest and the make an ornament out of noodles contest held in Central Park.  

6. Keep your dark and dangerous eyes to yourself.

7. Only eager energetic candidates have a chance at becoming President.  


ANSWER KEY

Beginnings –PRACTICE 

	1. Oddly enough I’ve grown fond of milk toast.

2. In the event of a worldwide lettuce shortage eat cabbage.

3. Although he denies it I’m not surprised that Paul ate your jello.
	4. If you ever have a chance to meet my parakeet skip it.

5. Sadly he took his bassoon and went home.

6. Sam I would like to buy your ferret.




Independent Practice 
	1. Tyrone just call her and ask her.

2. Thinking back I would say that Harold was too close to the edge.

3. Oh I can’t wad to bake you some Spam muffins.

4. In the future keep your cuckoo in the closet.
	5. By the way you left your little brother in the car wash.

6. If you want I could fix you some creamed turnips.

7. Peter picked a peck of pickled peppers.

8. While under the boardwalk he found Waldo’s retainer.


Middle – Interrupters - PRACTICE

	1. No one in the school however knew that Bill’s middle name was “Noodles.”

2. The Titanic an unsinkable ship sank.

3. Mrs. Gymtoe after being hypnotized by Professor Drool during an assembly fell off the stage into a pile of seventh graders. 


Independent Practice 
	1. If you can’t sit still Rodney I’ll call the sit squad.

2. Nobody in our class in my opinion is a match for Burnell Bettlebaun.

3. If you can’t sleep daring drink some warm milk. 

4. Nobody except Marlene to tell you the truth can eat 14 sub sandwiches while riding a pogo stick.

5. I can’t of course go with you to the Mushroom Festival.

6. I will waste tomorrow the best day of the week playing double solitaire with my uncle.

7. It seems strange on the other hand that Marlene even owns a pogo stick.

8. Square yo-yos which are popular in Antastica never really got rolling here in America.

9. I can’t believe even if I wanted to that your guilty of grand theft chocolate.

10. No on in my opinion should believe her story about the flying fur ball!


Endings –PRACTICE
	1. You are my fondest memory by the way.

2. I must have that lobster in the window the one with the sumptuous tail.

3. You can’t go to the movies in that ridiculous outfit Melanie.

4. Well I for one do not know any stand-up librarians.


Independent Practice 
	1. I am in love with lobster pie believe it or not.

2. I love watercress soup a nourishing blend of vegetables and water.

3. You left your shorts in the Laundromat by the way.

4. Do you know Rheba the girl with the fantastic vocal cords?

5. My uncle plays the accordion an instrument with a history of happy noises.

6. I am allergic to fur bearing spaghetti the food that keeps on giving.

7. Jim leaves in the attic a place of cobwebs and dreams.  


Lists or Series & Side by Side –PRACTICE
	1. Max is clever wise wonderfully funny and good with gorillas.

2. Uncle Farley is rich weird whiny and handy with a plunger.

3. Maria used her babysitting money to buy face powder bubble gum fly spray and Oreos.


PRACTICE
	1. Nobody saw the rumpled lonely pigeon sitting on the statue’s nose.

2. It was a dark and stormy night. 


Independent Practice 
	1. I cannot look at pictures of mice or spiders or snakes without anxiety.

2. Old nasty crumbs are better than no crumbs.

3. My cousin Wolfgang reads sings talks and wiggles his ears while eating.

4. If you leap buildings swim oceans walk tall and smile nicely they might let you into college some day.

5. Monica entered the ump while you eat contest the smoke detector juggling contest and the make an ornament out of noodles contest held in Central Park.  

6. Keep your dark and dangerous eyes to yourself.

7. Only eager energetic candidates have a chance at becoming President.  


Compound sentences PRACTICE
	1. I’ll trade you my computer for your motorcycle, or you can have what’s behind locker number three.

2. I’ll trade you my computer for your motorcycle or your tent.


Independent Practice 
	1. Al pushed a cucumber off the roof, but it bounced off a baby carriage and landed on a dachshund.

2. I do not believe in Munchkins, nor do I think they can dance in real life.

3. Nobody saw the car coming, and no one tried to warn the poor pigeon trying to cross the street. 

4. People laughed and shouted at her as they drove by, but Jennifer cheerfully kept rinsing the giraffe.

5. She is not against fast food, nor is she in favor of the slow stuff.  

6. Armand ate an enchilada and an order of refried beans.  


Quotations PRACTICE
	1. She said, “I‘ll see you in court.”
2. “I’ll see you in court,” she said.
3. She said, “I’ll see you in court,” and left.


Independent Practice 
	1. “I’ll see you,” she said, “in court.” 

2. Drew said, “Our trip to Aruba was awesome.”

3. “Our trip to Aruba,” Drew said, “was awesome.”

4. “Our trip to Aruba was awesome,” Drew said.


