7S Independent Reading Homework

Topic Ideas for Textual Analysis – Paragraph II
Each week please pick a different topic from the list below to write about for the second paragraph of your Reader’s Response. Remember, you must include enough information about the story so the reader knows what you are talking about. Please make sure the topic you are writing about is clear to the reader.   If it is helpful, use the Reader’s Response specific to your question (available for questions 1-8)or the organizer labeled GENERAL (available on my website  or in the classroom). Remember to use text evidence to support your ideas and explain why/how it supports your ideas.  Use your yellow citation sheet!
1. What is the point of view and/or the perspective of the story? How does it impact the story?

2. Write about something that surprised/disturbed/confused you.  Explain why.

3. Think of a new title for the book.  Provide support and rationale/reasons for the new title.

4. Write about a contrast and contradiction in your independent reading and answer, “Why is the character doing that?”

5. Look for the moment when the writer seems to interrupt the action, or perhaps puts a character off alone to think and some realization occurs to him or her.  Remember to identify the AHA moment, the realization and your THOUGHTS about, “How might this realization change things?”

6. In every story, a character’s actions and choices have big consequences.  Write about an action or a choice the main character in your story made.  What was the consequence?  Was it a good consequence or a bad one? Explain your thinking and provide text evidence.

7. React to a character in your book.  What is your opinion of the character and how they are acting – do you like them or not? Be very specific and detailed in your response.  Include at least two specific character traits about the character. Provide text evidence to support the character trait and/or your opinion the character. Explain the text evidence and your thinking.

8. Write about a theme in your book.  Think about a big idea that you see consistently throughout the book, even if you have not finished you should see some recurring ideas, family, friendship, jealously, etcetera. Then consider the life lesson related to the big idea.  

9. Pretend to be a character in the text.  Write in the first person point of view, sharing your thoughts, feelings, ideas about an event or another character.  

10. Analyze and write about the meaning of titles (book titles, chapter titles) you find in your book.  Do they work?  Tell me why or why not.
                                                                                                                  More on back 

11. What lesson does the main character learn in the story? (remember to tell me the name of the character)
12. Often characters’ feelings or attitudes change in some way by the end of the story.  In what way did your character change?  Use examples from the book to explain what caused them to change.

13. Where does most of this story take place?  How is this important to the story? 

14. Make a prediction and then explain why you think the event/change will happen. 
15. Consider the writer’s craft.  What do you like or dislike about the way the story is written.

16. Identify a writer’s craft technique or literary device used by the author.  How does it add to the story?  Why do you think the author is using this craft technique?

17. Is there a line or a passage that grabs your attention?  Write it down and then write about it and why it grabbed you.

18. Research the author or time period of the text.  Try to see how the author’s life or world at the time influenced the text.

