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Tomlinson Middle School

8th Grade Social Studies

Course Outline 2014-2015
________________________________________________________________________________________________


Teacher: Mr. Goodman

Course: U.S. History



Room: 313


Email: pgoodman2@fairfieldschools.org
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The grade 8 social studies curriculum is designed to involve you in a personal way as we study the history of the United States.  This course is guided by the following essential questions:
· What does it mean to be an American?

· What makes America a “more perfect” country?
· What is the American dream?
We will examine the individuals that have shaped our history from the Revolutionary Era to present day, and you will explore several units of study including: The Foundations of Democracy; Immigration & WWI; The Roaring 1920s; The Great Depression; World War II; and The 1960s: Civil Rights & Vietnam.  This historical background will provide a foundation upon which to build links with the challenges America currently faces.
Classroom Rules & Expectations
1. Follow the TMS CONTRACT FOR SUCCESS (student handbook, page 16).
2. Have empathy! Treat everyone and everything in the classroom with respect.  Our success depends on working together as a group.

3. Give your best effort at all times.  Always try to participate in class, work productively with your peers, and ask questions whenever you have them.

4. Follow directions the first time they are given…please don’t be afraid to ask questions!
5. Be on-time to class everyday:  Coming to class to drop off your books and then going into the hallway to talk with friends or use the restroom does not count as being on time.
6. Be prepared: Always bring your social studies binder, classwork/homework, and a writing utensil to class everyday.  Other materials, like your textbook, will be required as needed.  As soon to be high school students, you may not be allowed to leave the room if you forget your materials.
HOMEWORK will be assigned on average every night, but of course there will be exceptions at times.  It is important to understand that many of our homework assignments are part of larger assignments and/or projects.  Your grade on these assignments or projects (and in social studies class) depends on the successful and careful completion of homework.
HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS will be posted on the board and on my teacher webpage.  It is your responsibility to keep track of the assignments.  If homework is checked and you do not have the assignment, you cannot hand it in late and will receive no credit because we normally go over the homework as a class.

ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES & ABSENCE / LATE WORK POLICY:
A. Any major assignment, such as a project or essay, handed in late will lose 10 points off the final grade for each day it is late.
B. Students who are sick or absent from class/school will have the same number of days they were out to complete their make-up work.  Exceptional situations and circumstances will be handled on a case by case basis.  Please come talk with me…I cannot help you if you don’t keep me in the loop.
C. As soon to be high school students, it is your responsibility to gather and complete any missed work in a timely fashion.  Remember to check the make-up work list to see if you owe any work and to take an active role in your success!
Teacher Availability for Students
If any students have questions, problems, or concerns about topics discussed in class, please do not hesitate to speak with me or arrange a time to meet for extra help.  I can normally meet after school and am available sometimes before school by appointment.  I also have no problem meeting during lunch.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Materials

Bring the following to class each day:
-A pencil and a highlighter

A binder organized in the following way:

-A section for journals

· Journals are in class assignments that will be part of your grade.

-A section for notes taken in class

· Papers should be organized chronologically by date

· Write your name, social studies period and the date at the top of the page
· Your notebook will be checked once a marking period to be part of your grade

· Please organize your notebook by unit

-A section for reference papers that will be used all year

-A file for homework that is to be handed in
Please have materials for class on Tuesday 9/2/14
Together we can make this a great year! (
Mr. Goodman
pgoodman2@fairfieldschools.org
