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8th Grade Social Studies

Course Outline 2014-2015
________________________________________________________________________________________________


Teacher: Mr. Dunn

Course: United States History

Room: 309


Email: ZDunn@fairfieldschools.org
________________________________________________________________________________________________

The grade 8 social studies curriculum is designed to involve you in a personal way as we study the history of the United States.  This course is guided by the following essential questions:
· What does it mean to be an American?

· What makes a more perfect Union?
· What is the American Dream?
We will examine the individuals that have shaped our history from the Revolutionary Era to present day, and you will explore several units of study including: What Defines America;  Immigration & WWI;  Roaring Twenties (1920s); The Great Depression; The World at War (WWII); 1950s: Post War Boom, 1960s: Civil Rights/Vietnam, and Ongoing Challenges (Present Day).  This historical background will provide a foundation upon which to build links with the challenges America currently faces.
Required Materials:
1. Binder (1.5 inch or a section in a larger binder)

2. Pens (blue/black ink if possible) & Pencils

3. White lined paper (just put some in the back of your binder)

4. Colored Pencils (a simple 8 pack is fine…markers are ok, but they bleed through paper)

5. Two Pocket Folder & Dividers (optional; your call if it will help you be organized)

Part I: Classroom Expectations

1. Follow the TMS CONTRACT FOR SUCCESS (student handbook, page 16).
2. Have Empathy! Please treat everyone and everything in the classroom with respect.  Our success depends on working together as a group (this includes Mr. Dunn).

3. Give your best effort at all times.  Always try to participate in class, work productively with your peers, and ask questions whenever you have them.

4. Follow directions the first time they are given…please don’t be afraid to ask questions!
5. Be on-time to class everyday:  Coming to class to drop off your books and then going into the hallway to talk with friends or use the restroom does not count as being on time.
6. Be prepared: Always bring your social studies binder, classwork/homework, and a writing utensil to class every day.  As soon to be high school students, you will not be allowed to leave the room if you forget your stuff.
If you choose to violate classroom expectations, the following consequences will come into play:


1st time: Warning


2nd time: Speak with Mr. Dunn after class

3rd time: Conference and/or completion of Classroom Behavior Reflection (…yikes!)

4th time: Email/phone call home, referral to the dean, etc.
Part II: Grading Procedures

1. STUDENT GRADES will be determined using a simple points system.  At the end of each marking period I will add the number of points earned and divide by the number of total points possible.  The point values are as follows, but may vary at times: tests/essays (~100 points each), projects (100 points), quizzes/quests (25-50 points each), homework (5 points each), class participation (50 points per marking period), and class work (points vary).  Tests and quizzes will appear in a number of formats including: multiple-choice and standard response questions, persuasive essays, film assignments, and debates/Socratic Seminars.
2. HOMEWORK will be assigned on average every night, but of course there will be exceptions at times.  It is important to understand that many of our homework assignments are part of larger assignments and/or projects.  Your grade on these assignments or projects (and in social studies class) depends on the successful and careful completion of homework.
3. HOMEWORK ASSIGNMENTS will vary from reading articles and completing short response questions, to listening to audio clips, reflections, journal entries, etc.  Homework will be posted on the board and on my teacher webpage.  It is your responsibility to keep track of the assignments.  If homework is checked and you do not have the assignment, you will receive no credit because we normally go over the homework as a class.

4. ASSIGNMENT DUE DATES & ABSENCE / LATE WORK POLICY:
A. Any major assignment, such as a project or essay, handed in late will receive partial credit (typically about 10 points per day).  It is important to hand in all assignments, so the exact amount of points lost is determined on an individual basis.
B. Students who are sick or absent from class/school will have the same number of days they were out to complete their make-up work.  Exceptional situations and circumstances will be handled on a case by case basis.  Please come talk with me…I cannot help you if you don’t keep me in the loop.
C. As soon to be high school students, it is your responsibility to gather and complete any missed work in a timely fashion.  Please remember to check in with me if you miss class and to take an active role in your success!
Part III: Teacher Availability for Students
If any students have questions, problems, or concerns about topics discussed in class, please do not hesitate to speak with me or arrange a time to meet for extra help.  I can normally always meet after school and am available sometimes before school by appointment.  I also have no problem meeting during lunch and am even in the cafeteria doing lunch duty a few times per week.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.
Together we will make this a great year! (
Mr. Dunn
ZDunn@fairfieldschools.org
