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Date:

You are now a member of a book club! While we are meeting in book clubs your Literary Letter should follow these guidelines. If you do not use this format you will be asked to rewrite the letter!
	Paragraph 1

10 points

(-5 if text evidence is not included)
	Reactions to Text

How do you feel about the characters’ actions or events? Describe the scene and your feelings about it.
or

What is your opinion of the author’s work? Describe what the author does well and give examples, or what you don’t like and give examples.
	

	Paragraph 2

10 Points

(-5 if text evidence is not included)
	Questions and Theories About a Character
What questions do you have about a character and what theories can you make to answer them?


	

	Paragraph 3

10 Points

(-5 if text evidence is not included)
	How has your thinking changed from your book club talks?

Explain your original thoughts or confusions and your new thoughts after talking with book club.  Tell the conversation that led to this change.
	

	Format

10 Points
	Date, Greeting, Indenting paragraphs, Closing, Signature
	

	Mechanics
10 Points
	Title underlined

Caps

Punctuation 

Spelling

Grammar
	

	Legible

5 points
	Neat
	


Sample

April 21, 2014


Dear Class,

I’m reading Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo.  Sometimes Opal’s dad, the preacher, really upsets me.  He seems so insensitive to Opal missing her mom.  She had to ask him to tell her ten things about her mother because he never talks about her.  I think he should be more aware that a little girl would want to know about her mom and offer this to her.  That has to be hard for Opal. When a parent doesn’t seem open to talking about a subject that is sensitive, then kids could end up with a lot of feelings that they don’t know how to express.
I was wondering if the preacher might be using his job as a way to avoid getting into that kind of discussion with Opal.  She says that he is always writing his sermons. My theory is maybe he does this because it hurts him too much to talk about it.  When he was telling Opal the ten things about her mom, he had to close his eyes when he explained that she didn’t like being a preacher’s wife.  By the time he got to number ten Opal said she could tell he was pulling his head back into his turtle shell which makes me think this topic is very hard for him to talk about.
Talking with my book club has changed my thinking. I knew that Winn Dixie was important and special to Opal because she rescued him and was allowed to keep him. After one of our conversations about the title of the book I realized that things were changing for Opal because of Winn Dixie.  Opal has been dealing with the issues of adjusting to a new home and the loneliness of having no friends and no mom.  Because of Winn Dixie, she met people in her new town like Gloria Dump and Miss Franny Block.  She also had the courage to ask about her mother because of Winn Dixie. Winn Dixie has really helped Opal adjust.

Sincerely,



Ms. Kosh

