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	Paragraph 1

10 points
	Summary
Write a brief summary of the book. (SWBS)
	

	Paragraph 2

10 Points
	Evidence of Strategy Use Name a strategy have we learned and explain how you have applied it in your independent reading?
	

	Paragraph 3

10 Points
	Prediction 

What do you think will happen next? Be sure to use text evidence to explain why you think this. 
OR Lasting Impression What are you still thinking about even though you have finished the book?
	

	Fluency

20 points
	Sentences make sense

No run-ons or fragments
	

	Letter Format

10 Points
	Date, Greeting, Closing, Signature
	

	Indents

10 Points
	Each paragraph is indented
	

	Conventions
20 Points
	Book title is underlined, capital letters and punctuation are used appropriately, spelling is correct
	

	Legible

10 points
	Neatly handwritten or typed
	


October 22, 2012

Dear Class,


This week I have been reading Because of Winn Dixie , by Kate DiCamillo.  In this realistic fiction story a girl named Opal has just moved to Florida with her father, the preacher.  She finds a stray dog in the Winn Dixie grocery store and wants to keep it but her father isn’t so thrilled about that.  So, she brings the dog home and begs her dad, using one of his own phrases, to “help the less fortunate”.


One of the strategies we have been working on to help our comprehension is clearing up confusions.  I did this when I read the scene where Opal starts calling the dog Winn Dixie and the dog comes to her.  I wasn’t sure if the dog really did belong to her or not.  I reread the paragraph before and found out that she just didn’t want the dog to get taken by the dog catcher. She was trying to save it. It was just luck that the dog responded to his made up name!

Since the title is BECAUSE of Winn Dixie and Opal is having a hard time adjusting to a new area, I predict Opal’s life will get better BECAUSE of this dog.  She doesn’t really have any friends and her father is always busy so I think Winn Dixie will become very important to Opal and maybe even help her meet people.  I know when I walk my dog many people stop us to chat and kids love to pet dogs.  I can’t wait to read on and find out!

Sincerely,

Ms. Kosh
